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Abstract

This study investigates the notion of intellectual openness by clarifying its cognitive and cultural
dimensions, grounding it in ethical principles, and situating it within the realities of contemporary pluralism,
with the aim of balancing engagement with “the Other” and the preservation of identity. It highlights the
prevailing confusion surrounding the concept, noting extremes between isolation and unchecked
permissiveness, both lacking ethical regulation. Employing descriptive-analytical, inductive, and critical
methodologies, the research explores the conceptual framework, ethical foundations, cultural dimensions, and
the acceptance of “the Other” as a manifestation of openness. It concludes that genuine intellectual openness
requires a disciplined ethical framework rooted in values such as sincerity in seeking truth, fairness in
judgment, awareness of constants versus variables, and responsibility in thought. Acceptance of “the Other” is
affirmed as a vital expression of openness, provided it safeguards cultural distinctiveness and avoids
assimilation. Ultimately, the study calls for constructing a comprehensive ethical framework to guide
intellectual openness, ensuring its role in enriching knowledge and fostering civilizational integration.
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