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Abstract

This study explored the relationship between academic freedom and the implementation of Total
Quality Management (TQM) principles from the perspective of faculty members at Thamar University.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and using a validated questionnaire, data were collected from a
stratified random sample of 162 faculty members out of a total population of 275. Statistical analysis revealed
that faculty members reported a high level of academic freedom, while the application of TQM was moderate,
with notable variation across its principles: employee participation ranked highest, followed by customer
focus, and continuous improvement lowest. Results further indicated a statistically significant effect of
academic freedom on the application of all three TQM principles. The study contributes to the literature by
highlighting both theoretical and practical implications of academic freedom in advancing TQM practices
within higher education at Thamar University.
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