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Abstract

This study investigates Imam Shah Waliullah Dehlawi’s contribution to the historical development of
ijtihad methodology, focusing on his vision of harmonizing the approaches of jurists and hadith scholars and
the methodological foundations underpinning his reformist project. By employing descriptive, comparative,
and critical analysis, the research presents Dehlawi’s ideas in relation to earlier juristic traditions and the Ahl
al-Hadith school, tracing the evolution of ijtihad from the era of the four imams to the period of stabilized
jurisprudential schools. The findings reveal that Dehlawi offered a coherent historical account of ijtihad’s
trajectory, viewing the divergence between jurists and hadith scholars as complementary rather than
conflicting, and argued that renewal in ijtihad lies in integrating both traditions to fulfill the objectives of

Sharia and enhance its responsiveness to contemporary realities.
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