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Abstract

This research investigates the attribution of the doctrine of Irja’ to Imam Yahya ibn Sallam al-Basri (d.
200 AH), aiming to clarify his actual position on faith and critically assess the evidence used by those who
affirm this claim. Employing inductive, analytical, and comparative methods, the study collected relevant texts
from the Imam’s writings and examined them alongside the views of the Murji'ah and Ahl al-Sunnah wal-
Jama‘ah. Structured into an introduction and four sections -on the definition and emergence of Irja’, the
biography of Imam Yahya ibn Sallam, the various opinions regarding the accusation, and his methodology
concerning faith- the research concluded that the attribution of Irja’ to him rests on selective or misunderstood
statements rather than explicit evidence. It demonstrated that the Imam affirmed faith as belief, word, and
deed, subject to increase and decrease, thereby aligning with the Salaf and rejecting the Murji'ah position. The
study underscores the importance of careful scholarly investigation when attributing doctrines to early imams,
emphasizing reliance on the totality of their texts rather than isolated excerpts.
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