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Offline/Online Reading Strategies of Yemeni
Engineering Professionals

Muneera Muftah °

Abstract

Engineering Professionals are often perplexed by the difficulties that they
experience while reading offline/online engineering materials. The causes of these
difficulties are many and such difficulties require highly developed techniques to
reduce them. These problems are many-sided and must be discussed from more
than one point of view if a satisfactory solution isto be secured.

The present study focuses on the use of the offline/online reading strategies by
Yemeni Engineering Professionals (YEP).Therefore the present study aims to
determine the attitudinal as well as intellectual factors that affect the
offline/online reading strategies. It then compares and contrasts the online/offline
reading strategies used by these engineers at the workplace. The findings of this
study will help to align the teaching of reading strategies and reading skills in the
classroom environment with the needs at the workplace. A questionnaire survey
method is used to gather data in this study. The questionnaire taps three different
types of information: global reading strategies, problem solving strategies and
support strategies.

KEYWORDS: Reading Strategies, Offline/Online Reading Strategies, Language
Learning, Workplace.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Reading is an essential skill for learners of English to ensure success in learning.
With strengthened reading skills, learners of English tend to make greater
progress in other areas of language learning. Reading should be an active, fluent
process that involves the reader and the reading material in building meaning.
Reading strategies are conscious actions that readers take in the reading process to
comprehend the reading texts. The use of reading strategies can be observable
behavior such us taking notes while reading to help comprehend the reading texts,
reading aloud when the text becomes difficult, underlining or circling information
in the text, and using reference materials for example a dictionary to help
understand the content in the text.

The use of reading strategies can also be unobservable mental process, such as
thinking about what one knows to help understand the content, critically analyzing
and evaluating the information presented in the text, and trying to guess what the
content of the text is about when reading.

According to (Paris and Lindauer, 1982) “readers should make decisions about
taking proper actions for reading based on three variables: task dimension, limited
cognitive abilities and motivation”. It is also imperative “to distinguish reading
strategies from reading skills. Reading strategies are used deliberately while
reading skills are automatic” (Carell, Gajdusek , and Wise, 1998; p.107).
Offline/Online Reading dtrategies are classified differently by different
researchers according to the variables that they intended to explore. Reading
strategies can be categorized into two groups, global reading strategies and local
reading strategies.

To date much research has been conducted to investigate the reading strategies of
Engineering Professionals whose first language (L1) is Arabic and that of second
language learners (L2) of English. Some of these studies have investigated the
effect of teaching the strategies used by L1 learners to L2 learners. Comparisons
have been done to dlicit the most appropriate methodology to be used in language
classes. Such research has had pedagogical implications in reading classes for L2
learners.

Strategic awareness and monitoring of the comprehension process are important
aspects of skilled reading (Sheorey and Mokhtari,2001). Such awareness and
Monitoring is known as “metacognition” which entails knowledge of strategies for
processing texts, the ability to monitor comprehension, and the ability to adjust
strategies as needed. According to Sheorey and Mokhtari (2001) , it is the
combination of conscious awareness of the strategic reading processes and the
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actual use of reading strategies that distinguishes the skilled from the unskilled
readers. Researches in L1 and L2 show that successful reading strategy use is
dependent on whether a strategy is used meta cognitively. Studies have also
shown that unsuccessful Engineering Professionals lack this strategic awareness
and monitoring of the comprehension process. These less successful Engineering
Professionals ought to be helped to acquire reading strategies that have been
found to be successful (Mokhtari and Reichard, 2002).

Shoerey and Mokhtari (2002) have conducted significant research on the
identification of offline/online reading strategies of twelve (12) learners. They
developed an instrument known as the survey of reading strategies (SORS). The
survey of offline/online reading strategies (SORS) focuses on offline/online
reading strategies used in academic reading. The SORS survey was developed by
Mokhtari for university students who are native and non-native English speakers.
The SORS was based on a separate offline/online reading strategy developed for
non-native speakers of English.

SORS was used to measure the type and the frequency of reading strategies that
the students perceive they are using while reading academic materias. The SORS,
which is developed by Mokhtari is composed of 28 items with 5- point likert-scale
ranging from 1(never) 5 (aways).

The SORS measures three broad categories of reading strategies, namely,Global
Reading Strategies (GLOB), problem solving strategies (PROB) and support
reading strategies (SUP). A brief description of these strategiesis as follows:

e Global reading strategies (GLOB): those intentional, carefully planned
techniques by which learners monitor or manage their reading such as
having purpose in mind when reading, such as previewing the text asto its
length and organization.

e Problem solving strategies (PROB): actions and procedures readers use
while working directly with the text. These are localized, focused
techniqgues used when problems develop in understanding textual
information, such as adjusting the speed of reading when the material
becomes difficult or easy.

e Support reading strategies (SUP): basic support mechanisms intended to
aid the reader in comprehending the text, such as circling information in
the text highlighting textual information or referring to a dictionary.

The table below displays the three subcategories of the SORS and the specific

items.
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Table 1:Sub-categories of SORS (Mokhtari ,2001,2004) and specific
items

Strategy category [tem No.

Global reading strategies(12 items) | 1,2,3,5,7,11,16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 26

Problem solving strategies(8 items) | 6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 18, 24, 27

Support reading strategies(8items) | 2,4, 9, 12, 17, 21, 25, 28

Note: Total = 28 items

Results of the research revealed that native English—speaking and ESL students
display all of the strategies included in the survey. It was found that the ESL
students reported using a greater number of support offline reading strategies.
There was a significant difference in the use of the strategy of underlining
information in the test for ESL students. The female ESL students reported using
the strategy more frequently than the male ESL students. Secondly, both groups
attribute the same order of importance to categories of reading strategies in the
survey, regardless of their reading ability or gender. Thirdly, both native English —
speaking and ESL students of higher reading ability show comparable degrees of
higher reported usage of offline reading strategies in comparison to students with
lower reading ability. Native English-speaking students of higher reading ability
also seem to consider support offline reading strategies more vauable compared
to non-native English-speaking students with lower reading ability.

Mokhtari and Sheorey (2008) later explained that skilled readers of FL and SL
were characterized as globally aware. They were able to think about the reading
process, to focus on planning, monitoring, goal-setting and assessment strategies,
and to promote global skills as well as reading comprehension. Highly proficient
students appear to use more and a greater variety of strategies in the reading of
English texts. Kummin and Rahman (2010) reported that ESL university students
from Kebangsaan, Malaysia, who were proficient in English often used a variety
of strategies, but those who were less proficient had little knowledge of
metacognition. They were not able to use suitable strategies to evaluate their own
reading comprehension.

Talebingad et d., (2015) explained that non-natives used "memory and cognitive
strategies’ more than natives. They added that using more strategies by non-native
readers can be attributed to the factor of transfer and knowledge of their native
language, i.e. "L2 learners use their L1 as aresource to understand an L2 reading
text" (Belet & Gursoy, 2008). Proficient non-natives can use strategies of two
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languages, their first and second languages, and transfer them fromL1toL2. Asa
result of transfer, non-natives can use strategies more frequently than natives.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Most of researchers assume the importance of the use of reading strategies,
however, there is a debate as to the most effective reading strategies that have to
be adapted in the reading classrooms. Searching the literature has shown that
Yemeni Engineering Professionals use offline/online reading strategies while
reading engineering materials. They face problems in terms of offline/online
reading, and that’s because they do not have enough information as to the
appropriate use of offline/ online strategies. Many Y EP have reported that they
have spent a long time to comprehend the content of the texts especially when
reading in foreign language(s). Once we understand the importance of reading
strategies, particularly the offline/ online reading strategies, we will begin to
visualize answers or solutions for such problems.
In light of the above discussion, the present work proposes to investigate the use
of offline/online reading strategies which are used by Engineering Professionals,
i.e. Yemeni Engineering Professionals so as to develop Engineering
Professionals’ awareness of the use of appropriate offline/online reading
strategies. We plan to carry out an overal inclusive investigation to discover what
kind of problems the Engineering Professionals face when reading
academic/engineering materials, and what are the possible solutions for these
problems.
1.3 Purpose of the Study
The primary aim of this study is to obtain a better understanding of the
offline/online reading strategies adapted by Yemeni Engineering Professionals
(YEP). This goa will be achieved through addressing the following research
objectives:
1. Toinvestigate the use of offline/online global strategies among Y EP.
2. To determine the problems faced by YEP while reading academic
engineering materials.
3. Toinvestigate the use of offline/online problem-solving strategies.
4. Toidentify appropriate solutions for these problems.
1.4 Research Questions
The research was guided by the following research questions:
1. What are the offline/online reading strategies most often used by Y emeni
Engineering Professionals (Y EP)?
2. Are there any similarities in offline/online reading strategies used by
Y emeni Engineering Professionals (Y EP)?
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3. What are the problems faced by Y emeni Engineering Professionals (Y EP)
in terms of offline/online reading?

4. How these problems can be solved?
1.5 Significance of the Study
This research will provide a brief description on the various offline/online reading
strategies used by YEP. To Engineering Professionals, the proposed research
serves as a guide to get them equipped with the necessary reading strategies and
reading skills to function effectively at the workplace. It will also help
Engineering Professionals to read and understand what they are reading at the
sametime.
Asto teachers, the proposed research will help them improve appropriate teaching
methods in the reading classes. The need to facilitate offline/online reading
strategies is due to the dearth of information available on texts and the need for
language leaning Engineering Professionals to assess such materials for specific
purposes. Therefore, the present study hopes to bridge the gap between what is
taught in the reading classrooms and the Engineering Professionals’ needs.
1.6 Limitations of the Study
The present study focuses on the offline/online reading strategies used by Y emeni
Engineering Professionals (Y EP). Due to the fact that the study confines itself to
studying one sample group that is Engineering Professionals, particularly Y emeni
Engineering Professionals, the present study is limited in its scope and
generalizability of results to participants similar to the present one, i.e. the study is
generalizable to Y emeni Engineering Professionals.
2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Difficultiesin Reading Scientific Texts
Difficulties in reading scientific texts can rise due to numerous factors. Ignoring
text organization and lacking the specific vocabulary are just few factors. Imagine
if these two reasons are coupled with lack of proficiency in the foreign language
of instruction, of course, things will be tougher for engineering to hold. Reading
scientific texts in a foreign language complicates the situation to learn for science
learners who find themselves overwhelmed by obstacles on both sides. On the one
hand, they have to understand the new concepts in their subject matter. On the
other hand, they have to know the basic elements in the foreign language system
that is used as the medium of presentation. Besides, they have to be aware of the
conventional rhetoric of science in order to cover al the aspects (knowing the
language, knowing the new concepts in their field, and knowing the rhetoric of
scientific texts) that help them comprehend effectively. Wiggin (1977) reports that
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“many foreign engineering professionals lack the ability or training to understand
the implicit messages that result from an interaction of syntax and rhetoric” (p.4).
This is of course applied to engineering professionals who study English as their
subject matter. In this study, the engineering professionals are unfortunately
unable even to understand the ‘explicit’ messages, which are indicated by
‘explicit’ cohesive markers. It is so not because they do not study English, but as
we understood from them, it is because they did not study English as it should be
either as GE or as EST. In order to read efficiently in English, engineering
professionals need knowledge of how the English language is used in scientific
writing. Thisincludes:

-Knowledge of language itself, its grammatical structure and vocabulary, which
are generally found under the heading of GE.

-Knowledge of how these features of language are used in scientific context and
in the presentation of information and this can be found under the heading of EST.
2.2 Definition of Reading

The most common definition of reading is that it is a ‘cognitive’ activity where a
kind of ‘involvement/interaction’ between the reader and the text is taking place
to get the meaning out. So, reading is an activity in which readers have to extract
and construct meanings from written texts and to dependent on many
psychological, linguistic, and contextual factors. In this respect, Widows (1979)
(ascited in Carrell et al., 1988) views the reading process (as not simply a matter
of extracting information from the text. Rather, it is one in which the reading
activates a range of knowledge in the reader’s mind that may be refined and
extended by the new information supplied by the text. (p. 56).

In the present study, we will most of al focus on one particular kind of reading
which has to do with ‘reading the lines’ or ‘reading in scientific English’. It is
‘reading with comprehension’. We believe that exposing EFL science learners to
instructional information on how to read with comprehension is beneficial for
them to overcome their difficultiesin reading scientific texts in English.

Indeed, since reading comprehension above sentence-level (discourse level) has
moved to another dimension, science learners should be equipped with adequate
and possible ways to access discourses. This new consideration becomes the main
concern of linguists to help engineering, understand such types of discourse
efficiently. Reading with understanding the whole discourse brings to the surface
some hidden difficulties that are generally faced by EFL learners who really need
to read their academic writings successfully. Hence, understanding the kind of
knowledge involved in constructing these linguistic units should be made clear to
non-natives to read with maximum comprehension.
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2.3 The Reading Comprehension

In this study, we want to spotlight reading that is accompanied by understanding
and comprehending a piece of language, i.e., the ‘making sense’ of what one
reads. Most of the time, reading comprehension is accustomed to be seen as the
ability of the reader to answer direct questions that usually follow certain texts,
and which contain the same words that are found in the text. However, some
studies (Widdowson, 1979; Nuttal, 1982; Smith, 1982) suggest that the ultimate
purpose from reading is actually more to comprehend what to read than to merely
answer guestions. Despite this, the questions are in fact important elements for
comprehension because they work as tools for assessing one’s ability to
comprehend. For this reason, it has been thought that it is likely more beneficial if
questions are put before one reads the text to make reading both a ‘purposeful’
and a more ‘meaningful’ activity ( Herr - Augustine et al, 1982). In the same vein,
Smith (1982, p.166) points out that “the twin foundation of reading are to be able
to ask specific questions (make predictions) in the first place, and to know how
and where to look at print so that there is at least a chance of getting these
questions answered.”

Being able to comprehend is an essential element in good reading because it
indicates the ability of the reader to paraphrase, synthesize the content, answer
questions about materials, make predictions and inferences, and of course
understand the main ideas and facts.

In this respect, reading comprehension as an aspect of language learning is
defined as a “careful reading” (McConkie, 1973). That is, when one reads is not
only to comprehend the material in hands so that to answer the questions
following it, but it is aso to memorize the information he gets from the text to be
used later on as his background knowledge in a particular topic.

We can say that it is due to the new tendency; that is, the consideration of reading
as an ‘active skill’, linguists such as Person & Johnson (1978) define reading
comprehension as “any reader’s interaction with the text”. Comprehension, as a
matter of fact, is an outcome of a successful interaction between a reader and a
writer who mediates through the text. It is evident that one facet of interaction is
establishing the logical connections between ideas in atext. According to Pearson
& Johnson (1978), readers comprehend a text only when they have understood
these connections for reformulating them in another fashion, paraphrasing. In this
way, inferences are considered as critical acts of comprehension: if readers are
able to identify the relationships between ideas in atext and the logical connectors
that indicate them, they will be able to infer the conceptual and structural gapsin
the text. Foss & Haykes (1978) claim that if reading comprehension is not based
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on syntax, semantics, discourse, and pragmatics, it will definitely lead to short-
term retention and memorization.

2.3.1 Reading Comprehension with EFL Engineering professionals:

In Yemen, EFL engineering students are seen as to solely develop the
engineering’ ability to answer exam questions. Because of this, their reading skills
are limited to just answering exam questions based on the comprehension of atext
at the end of each semester.

In an attempt to improve the comprehension skills, some studies try to find out
what skills and strategies that are commonly used by good engineering
professionals when processing a text. They suggest that it is possible to teach
students with reading problems like engineering professionals, for instance, how
to develop reading skills and strategies that are proved to be used by good
engineering professionals. These skills and strategies should be taught through
explicit and specific reading constructions. In the following section, we will
present one model of reading, which is thought to be of great usefulness for EFL
engineering professionals who need to read in English.

2.3.2 Reading as a Communicative Process

In a series of four books under the title of Reading and Thinking in English,
Oxford University (1986) provides in the third book Discovering Discourse an
integrated course in reading comprehension for students of English as a foreign
language. This book specifically targets students whose main aim is to gain access
to information through English because it intends to help them and others read
textbooks, works of reference and read in aprofessiona way .

Reading comprehension is seen as a communicative process where the
engineering professional communicates something through the text and the reader
has to get it by interacting with the text during reading. In order to make readers
aware in the process of reading, four reading strategies are introduced. These
strategies can help scientific learners to read with comprehension and hence to
improve their reading skills efficiently.

2.3.2.1 Under standing L anguage Patterns

The first strategy for improving the reading comprehension is ‘understanding
language patterns’. Engineering professionals should first be aware of the
language patterns that exist in English in order to understand the message. There
are situations where the same message can be conveyed using different means:
visually (non-linguistically) or linguistically. In science, as a matter of fact, we
can use diagrams, maps, graphs, and pictures to communicate a particular
message visually. Likewise, we can use words, phrases, and paragraphs to express

3 A
26308 i




%\2018 BB { ywabudl ) 220l wadl @%
A W

and present ideas and information by means of linguistic elements. In any
language, the small linguistic elements are grouped together into different patterns
to produce large units. Some of them are meaningful such as words, phrases, and
sentences.

However, not al the patterns make sense or can carry meaning. Understanding the
conveyed message of a text (its communicative function) can be achieved when
the readers are able to understand the meanings of sentences in English. However,
reading does not stop at understanding the sentence patterns. In order to present
information in alogical way, sentences are usually arranged into larger patterns. It
is possible to understand every word in a passage without understanding the
message simply because understanding in this case requires knowledge of another
level, a discourse level. Comprehending necessitates from engineering to know
the logical structure of the whole passage, which depends in the first place on how
the writer wants to organize and present the information in it. To succeed in
establishing this knowledge, the engineering has to know the expressions that
connect ideas together. The logical structure of a passage is generally signaled by
these ‘textual connectors’ which act as signposts to help the engineering to find
their way through the passage. In sum, the first strategy for improving reading
comprehension can be summarized as the following: “Recognize patterns of
language inside the sentence and between sentences by increasing your
understanding of vocabulary, grammar and textual connectors” (Oxford, 1986,

p.6).

2.3.2.2 Under standing by the Use of Context

Occasionally, there are situations where engineering professionals meet words or
phrases they do not know, and to overcome such a problem, there are some
strategies. One of them is to ‘deduce/infer’ the meaning of the unfamiliar words
and phrases by referring to the neighboring words and phrases that engineering
professionals know. The engineering professionals can actually benefit from the
‘linguistic context’ (co-text) of the text by reference to the grammar and
connectors in the sentence and within the paragraph. Understanding the relation
between the known part of the context and the unfamiliar part helps engineering
professional s deduce and guess the meaning of the unknown el ements.

In brief, the second strategy for improving reading comprehension can be
summarized as the following: “Use the information from the context to discover
the meaning of unfamiliar words or phrases and to help choose the appropriate
meaning from the dictionary” (Oxford, 1986, p.7).
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2.3.2.3 Reading with Prediction

Insofar, the above two strategies will help engineering professionals to read more
‘accurately’. To read more ‘fluently’, there is another technique that should be
used by EFL learners, it is to ‘predict’ as possibly as one can about what he is
reading. The first thing to do is to benefit from the ‘title’ of the written material
(book, article, or passage) because it tells him about the topic. Second, the use of
the ‘background knowledge’ about the topic is another way of possibly and
successfully predicting about the content. Third, the ‘non-linguistic devices’, such
as those mentioned in the first strategy, can provide a good context for prediction.
On the other hand, using one’s knowledge about the context of texts helps readers
in making prediction.

In short, the third strategy for improving reading comprehension can be
summarized as the following: “Make predictions about the content of a passage
based on: titles and subtitles, your own background knowledge of the topic, non-
linguistic context: pictures, diagrams, etc. and the linguistic context” (Oxford,
1986, p.8).

2.3.2.4 Purpose in Reading

The final set of strategies that will help engineering professionals to read more
‘efficiently’ is ‘reading with a purpose’. We have seen in the first strategy that
writers structure information in a way that suits the purpose they have in mind.
Similarly, engineering professionals have a purpose when they read.

Generally, a common purpose in reading is to find out some information opposed
to that kind of reading that is for pleasure. In academic settings, the purpose of
learnersis to find out the needed information that helps them in their studies. One
way to make reading an efficient process is the ability to locate information
necessary for the reader’s purpose in a passage. This sometimes leads the
engineering professionals to ignore or pass by what is not relevant to his purpose.
Reading with purpose shows the possibility that one passage can be read
differently by two people simply because they have different purposesin mind. In
a few words, the fourth strategy for improving reading comprehension can be
summarized as the following: “Have a clear purpose before reading; locate the
parts of a passage which are relevant to your purpose” (Oxford, 1986, p.9).

In short, a good recipe to read ‘accurately, fluently, and efficiently’ should include
the following ingredients:

(1)Understand language patterns and the use of context.

(2) Usethetopic to read with prediction.

(3) And do not forget to read with a purpose.
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2.4 Reading as an I mportant Skill:

Reading is an important skill to help people learn from human knowledge and
experience. Through reading, knowledge has greatly contributed to the growth of
mankind. Reading is the fastest and simplest way to raise people’s educational
level. Reading is like opening the door of understanding to human’ spats, where it
can serve as a looking glass for our present. Reading also stimulates the
development of brain cells, reinforces language skills, enhances organizational
abilities, improves one’s temperament and poise, and provides strength to endure
frustration. In short, reading is the best and only way of enabling humans to
absorb new experience and replace old views.

2.5 The Per spectives of Reading

To help students derive meanings from a text, Engineering professionals have to
understand the process of reading. Reading can easily be defined as the processin
which a person receives and interprets a message from printed materials. Reading
Is a process of how information is processed from the text into meanings, starting
with the information from the text, and ending with what the reader gains.
Goodman (1976) and Smith(1973) indicated that reading is a language process,
not merely the sum of various decoding and comprehension sub skills. In short,
reading is the process of reconstructing the author’s ideas and information.
Reading was traditionally viewed as a passive process in which the readers ssimply
decode the written symbols without bringing their own knowledge to interact with
the text (Clarke & Silberstein, 1977; Rudd €l, 1976). Alderson (2000) called
these readers passive decoders of sequential graphic-phonemic-syntactic-semantic
systems. But after the emergence of the psycholinguistic model of reading
(Goodman,1976; Smith, 1971; 1973), research on reading showed that reading is
actually an active process, in which the reader creates meaning from the printed
words. As Goodman (1976) described, reading is a psycholinguistic guessing
game, in which the reader actively interacts with the text to construct meaning.
Goodman (1973) and Smith (1973) both elaborated the “psycholinguistic method”
of reading and argued that it had provided new insights into the reading process as
well as the process of learning to read. To sum up, reading is the act of
constructing meaning while transacting with text.

2.6 Resear ch on Reading Strategies

In this section, the research on EP/EFL reading strategies instruction will be
reviewed.

2.6.1 Resear ch on EP/EFL Reading Strategies I nstruction

Much research indicates that all Engineering professionals (EP) can benefit from
strategy instruction. For instance, to aim at investigating the effects of using
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reading strategies on reading comprehension for EP, Zhang (1992) conducted a
study to incorporate four reading strategies into reading instruction. The four
strategies are cognitive, memory, compensation, and test-taking strategies. The
result indicates that the reading strategies instruction really help the EP in the
experimental group make more improvement in reading comprehension than the
control group. However, there was no interactive effect between the reading levels
of the reader and the teaching method used.

3. Methodology

3.1 Participants

For the purpose of this study, one location was selected as a venue where the
questionnaire was distributed. Yemeni engineering professionals, from a private
Y emeni petroleum company participated in this study. The choice was due to the
fact that the above mentioned company employed large numbers of engineering
professionals. It also serves the purpose of identifying reading strategies used by
EFL engineering professionals.

A total of thirty(30)participants took part in the questionnaire survey. The
participants were al engineering professionals and were selected randomly. The
study involves participants from different cultural backgrounds with an age
ranging from below 20 to above 35 years old.

3.2 Resear ch Instruments

The main purpose of the study is to identify offline/online reading strategies used
by Yemeni engineering professionals. A survey of reading strategies
(SORS),originally developed by, Mukhtari and Sheorey’s (2001),was adapted in
the present research to investigate the use of the offline/online reading strategies
by engineering professionals when they read offline/online academic materials.
The survey intended to probe the reader’s perceived use of reading strategies and
the frequency of the use of the reading strategies while reading.

The engineers were selected randomly. The gquestionnaire was first distributed to
50 engineers but only 30 engineers were able to fill out the questionnaire
completely. The questionnaire comprises of 2 global reading strategies items; 29
problem offline reading strategies items, and 29 online reading strategies items.
The questionnaire uses a five-likert scale where ‘1’ means that’ I never do that’
when I read offline/online’2’ means that ‘ I do this occasionally’ ‘3’ means that * I
sometimes do this © ‘4’ means that ‘I usually do this ¢ and ‘5’ means that ‘I
alwaysdo that when | read offline/online.
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4, RESULTSAND INTERPRETATIONS

The findings of the study are discussed below.

4.1 Profile of respondents

Table 2 shows the profile of the respondents. For the SORS, thirty engineers
responded. 100% of the respondents are from the same company A. There were
82.5% male and 17.5% female respondents respectively. 20% are below the age
of twenty—five, 30%between twenty-six to thirty, 7% between thirty—one to
thirty—five age bracket and the remaining 43%were above the age of thirty—five.
The majority of the respondents ,therefore, are young engineers. 64% of the
respondents are engineers, 7% are architects , 7% geophysical , 3% commercial
DEPT, 3% IT network admins, 10% programmers ,3% accouters and 3% are
working in the safety division.

Table 2: profile of respondents

Frequency Per cent
Mode Online 30 50 %
Offline 30 50 %
Gender Male 25 82.5%
Female 5 17.5%
Age Below 25 6 20%
2630 9 30 %
31-35 2 7%
Above 35 13 43 %
Occupation Engineers 19 64 %
Architects 2 7%
Geophysical 2 7%
Commercial DEPT 1 3%
| T network admin 1 3
Programmers 3 10%
Accountants 1 3%
Safety division 1 3%

Independent sample T-test were run in the analysis. In response to the research
guestion if there are any significant differences in online and offline reading
strategies, the results indicate that there are no significant differences between
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online and offline reading strategies , t( 28 )= ~1.23,p~0.22 (see Table3).The
mean for the online reading strategies was 3.30, while that of offline reading
strategies was3.30.

Table 3: Independent samplet-test for online and offlinereading strategies

Mode Mean SD SE T df
Reading Online 3.30 0.56 0.16 |1.23 28
strategies
Offline 3.30 0.53 0.20

4.2 Differencesin online and offlinereading strategies

In response to the research questions (1& 2) whether there are acute differencesin
the online and offline reading strategies used by engineering professionals
according to the three categories , Global, Problem- solving , Support Strategies ,
the results indicated that there were significant differencesin the use of global and
problem-solving strategies. As for the use of global reading strategies in online
reading, the mean was 2.13 while that of offline reading was 2.16; for problem-
solving strategies where the mean for online reading was 1.10, the mean for
offline reading was 1.33

However , there was significant difference in the use of supporting strategies
where the mean for online reading was 1.40 and the mean for offline reading was
2.23 (seetable 4).

Table 4: Mean for reading strategies

Mode N Mean Std. Std. Error

deviation mean

Globa Online 30 2.13 2.56 1.13
Offline 30 2.16 3.30 0.33

PROB Online 30 1.10 2.53 0.83
Offline 30 1.33 2.4 0.46

SUP Online 30 1.40 3.70 1

Offline 30 2.23 3.8 0.56

There is however, a significant difference in the use of support reading strategies
between online and offline reading. It has been found that more support reading
strategies were used for offline reading then for online reading. This could be due
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to the fact that when the engineers read manuals or reports, they spend more time
trying to understand the content in the material compared to what they read on
their computers.

Generally, more support reading, global and problem-solving strategies were used
by the engineers at the company where they spend more time using various
reading strategies.

4. 3 Frequency of strategy use

To answer the question: which strategies are most often used, whether global,
problem-solving and support, the mean statistics indicates that Global reading
strategies were most often used in online and offline reading, followed closely by
support reading strategies for which the mean was 3.70. The strategies which were
used the least were Problem- solving strategies. The mean for the use of Problem-
solving strategies was 2.50 (see Table 5). These findings are consistent with the
findings of Anderson (2003) in his study of EFL learners. Global reading
strategies were more often used by the EFL learners .

Table5 : Means of reading strategies mor e often used

N Minimum | Maximum | Mean Std . deviation
GLOB 30 0.33 3.30 2.16 3.30
PROB 30 0.46 2.50 1.33 2.50
SUP 30 0.56 3.80 2.10 3.80

The independent sample t-test indicated that there are significant differences in
the use of Support reading strategies between online and offline reading of
engineering materials: p ( 30 )= -3, p<1.50 ( Table 6) . On the other hand , the
test indicated that there are no significant differences in the use of global and
support reading strategies between online and offline reading of engineering
professionals.
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Table 6: Independent sample t-test between online and offline reading
strategies

Reading strategy Mode Mean SD SE | DF

GLOB Online 2.13 2.56 113 | 28
Offline 2.16 3.30 0.33

PROB Online 1.10 2.53 0.83 | 28
Offline 1.33 24 0.46

SUP Online 1.40 3.70 1 28
Offline 2.23 338 0.56

The engineering professionals read online and offline engineering materials for
various purposes. The materials that they refer to are manuals and reports. From
this study, the use of reading strategies most often used by engineering
professionals are made clear. The significant difference in the use of reading
strategies by the company could be the differences in the nature of work. It is that
the engineers at the company use more problem-solving strategies in contrast to
global and support reading strategies .

For both online and offline reading, support reading strategies were most often
used by the engineering professionals at the company, followed by global reading
strategies and then only by problem-solving strategies. Support reading strategies
are such as' | paraphrase to better understand what | read”, "I underline or circle
information in the text to help me remember it', and " | go back and forth in the
text to find relationships among ideas in it". Problem-solving strategies include: "
| try to picture or visualize information to help me remember what | read”, "I have
apurposein mind when | read ","| read slower according to engineering material
| read”, "when reading, | decide what to read closely and what to ignore”, "When
reading, | trandate from English into my native language". Problem-solving
strategies are the least often used by engineersin the field, most probably because
of constrains of time or due to the need to meet with deadlines.

5.CONCLUSION

Reading is an essential skill for English learners to ensure success in learning.
With strengthened reading skills, English learners tend to make greater progress in
other areas of language learning. Reading is an important skill to help people learn
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from human knowledge and experience. Through reading, knowledge has greatly
contributed to the growth of mankind. The most common definition of reading is
that it is a ‘cognitive’ activity, which implies a certain amount of thought on the
part of the ‘engineering’, and where a kind of ‘involvement/interaction’ between
the reader and the text istaking place to get the meaning out.

The reading strategy instruction will improve reading comprehension of EFL, so
the engineering professionals (EP) perform best in the types of main idea
questions, detail questions and word-guessing questions from the strategies
instruction, but they cannot do well in the inference questions, the strategies of
skimming, scanning, guessing word meanings are most frequently used by EPs;
while self-monitoring is the least used strategy, and EPs have positive responses
toward the explicit instruction of reading strategies.

We can define the reading strategies as a conscious actions that readers take in the
reading process to comprehend the reading texts, and the use of reading strategies
can be observable behavior such us taking notes while reading to help
comprehend the reading texts, reading aloud when the text becomes difficult,
underlining or circling information in the text, and using reference materias for
example adictionary to help understand the content in the text.

The present work proposes to investigate the use of offline/online reading
strategies used by Engineering Professionals, i.e. Yemeni Engineering
Professionals so as to develop Engineering Professionals’ awareness of the use of
appropriate offline/online reading strategies. The SORS measures three broad
categories of reading strategies, namely, Globa Reading Strategies (GLOB)
,problem solving strategies (PROB) and support reading strategies (SUP) . Some
studies suggest that the ultimate purpose from reading is actually more to
comprehend what to read than to merely answer questions. And also reading
comprehension is seen as a communicative process where the engineering
communicates something through the text and the reader has to get it by
interacting with the text during reading. To succeed in establishing this
knowledge, the engineering has to know the expressions that connect ideas
together.

The engineers at the company use more problem-solving strategies in contrast to
global and support reading strategies. For both online and offline reading, support
reading strategies were most often used by the engineering professionals at the
company, followed by global reading strategies and then only by problem-solving
strategies.

As seen in the literature review, many studies have been done to investigate the
meta cognitive reading strategies of EFL learners but none to date has been
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conducted on professionals at the workplace. This study thus bridges the gap
between what is done in classrooms and what is practiced at the workplace.
Examining the meta cognitive reading strategies of engineering professionals shed
light on why reading strategies are significant to accomplish the tasks of
engineers. More of such research should be carried out in other professional fields
such as business, information technology, medicine, architecture etc,.

The results of this study have pedagogical implications for English for specific
purposes (ESP) classes. In most institutions of higher education, Technical
English classes for engineering students are conducted. On the basis of the current
findings and the literature, a fair balance between strategic and linguistic training
should be achieved in skills development programs such as for technical English
classes. When exposing students to authentic engineering materias, both offline
and online, teachers should (1) assess students' awareness of strategy use ( for
example by using instruments such as the SORS and OSORS), (2) raise awareness
of the importance of strategic reading, (3) raise awareness of the array of
strategies available to aid comprehension (for example global , problem- solving
and support reading strategies) , and then (4) provide strategy training problem-
solving strategies such as the once employed by the engineering professionals in
the study can be emphasized to enable students to become efficient and effective
readers .Thiswill have implications when the students enter the workplace .

REFERENCES

Anderson N (2003). Scrolling, clicking, and reading English: online reading strategies in
a second/foreign language. The Reading Matrix 3(3) 1- 33.

Belet, S. D. & Gursoy, E. (2008). A comparative study on strategies of the children for
L1 and L2 reading comprehension in K12. College Teaching Methods & Styles Journal, 4
(2), 37-48.

Carrdl, P.L., Gadusek, L., & Wise, T. (1998). Metacognition and EFL/ESL reading.
Instructional Science, 26, 97-112

Clarke, M., and S. Silberstein. (1977). Towards a Realization of Psycholinguistic
Principles for the ESL Reading Class. In R. Mackay, B. Barkman and R.R. Jordan (eds.),
Reading in a Second Language: Hypotheses, Organization and Practice, (pp. 48-65).
Rowley MA: Newbury House Publishers.

Foss, D., & Hakes, D. (1978). Psycholinguistics: An introduction to the psychology of
language.

28298 Be




%gezms BB { ywabudl ) 220l wadl @%
A W

Goodman, K.S. (1971). Psycholinguistic universals in the reading process. In P. Pimgler,
&T.

Harr-Augustein, S., Smith, M., & Thomas, L. (1982). Reading to learn. Methuen.

Kummin, S., & Rahman, S. (2010). The reationship between the use of meta-problem
solving

McConkie et a. (1973). Experimental manipulation of reading strategies. Journal of
Educational Psychology, 65, 1-8.

Mokhtari, K., & Sheorey, R. (2002). Measuring ESL students’ awareness of reading
strategies. Journal of Developmental Education, vol. 25, no. 3, pp. 2-10.

Mokhtari, K. and C. Reichard (2002). Assessing students’ metacognitive awareness of
reading strategies. Journal of Educational Psychology, 94, 249-259.

Mokhtari, K., & Sheorey, R. (2008). Reading strategies of first- and second-language
learners: See how they read. Norwood, MA: Christopher-Gordon Publishers.

Oxford University (1986). Reading and thinking in English: Discovering discourse. UK:

Paris, S. G., & Lindauer, B. K. (1982). The development of cognitive skills during
childhood. In B. W. Wolman (Ed.), Handbook of developmental psychology (pp. 333
349). Englewoaod Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Sheorey, R. & Mokhtari, K. (2001). Differences in the metacognitive awareness of
reading strategies among native and non-native readers. System, 29, 431-449.

Talebingad, M, Sadeghdaghighi, A. and Liaghat, F (2015). Application of Reading
Strategies: A Comparative Study between Iranian and Indian EFL Students. Theory and
Practice in Language Sudies, 5 ( 2), 356-363

Wiggen, B.M. (1977). Syntax and discourse analysis. An approach to the teaching of
scientific English discourse. RELC Journal, 5, 4.

Widowson, H.G. (1983). Learning purpose and language use. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Widowson, H.G. (1979). Explorations in applied linguistics. London: London University
Press.

59

%

59

%

69

%

%297 B



%gezms BB { ywabudl ) 220l wadl &%
A W

Case Endingsin Standard Arabic

Dr. Mohammed Ali M ohammed Qarabeshl

Abstract

This study aims briefly at describing and analyzing some aspects of Case endings
in Standard Arabic. This is because that Case seems to play a significant role in
the grammar of not only Arabic but also in the grammar of many other languages.
Many readers of this study might be wondering what Case is and why it is being
dealt with.? In order to comprehend the notion of Case in Arabic, it is necessary to
consider the language in which word order is not as stable as it is in the case of
English.

In Arabic, an NP must have one of three Cases. nominative (NOM),
accusative (ACC), or genitive (GEN) according to its position in a sentence. Many
learners of Arabic as native or foreign speakers of the language may have no clear
idea about Case system in the language. The rules of Case help these learners
understand the proper structure of the language. Therefore, a distinction between
three types of Case, i.e.,, Nominative Case, Accusative Case and Genitive Caseg, is
to be dealt with for Arabic lexical NPs.

! Assistant Professor of Linguistics & Phonetics, Head of English Department, Faculty of
Education & Science - Rada’a, Al-Baydha University.

? Case is the notion of grammar which is usually written with a capital letter ‘C’ as ‘Case’ to be
distinguished from the ordinary word ‘case’.
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Questions of the Study

In order to be familiar with the nature of nominal Case and its mechanism
in the structure of Arabic sentences, this research study seeks the answer for the
following questions:

1. What is Case?

2. Why are we studying Case?

3. How many Case forms are there in Arabic? What are they? And how

are they assigned to Arabic NPs?

Objectives of the Study

The main am of this study is to dea with the discussion of the three
different aspects of Case markers for Arabic nouns, i.e, Nominative Case,
Accusative Case and Genitive Case. It also aims to prove that the rate of nominal
Case marking differs widely in different positions of Arabic sentences. In brief,
this study focuses on the difficulty of understanding Arabic Case system
encountered by the learners of the language.

Problem of the Study

The Problem of the study lies in the fact that most of the Arabic learners,
whether they are native or non-native speakers of the language, are not familiar
with the fina Case endings of NPs. Furthermore, some other learners of the
language do not know how to differentiate subjects from objects in the Arabic
sentences. In addition, some of them do not know what kind of Case is assigned to
the subject or the object, and how it is assigned to any one of them.

I mportance of the Study
The importance of the present study lies in the fact that identifying Case
endings for the NPs in Arabic sentences properly enables learners to deal with the
language easily regarding the different positions of these NPs in the sentences. In
addition, it helps them use the language properly in a standard manner; the way to
speak and write Standard Arabic. All in al, this paper is about Arabic Case
system and its importance in the structure of Arabic grammar. It is merely a
linguistic study for the different Cases of Arabic nouns. In this study, the
researcher focuses on the study of Arabic Case system as “a language system.
This study would shed light on the nature of Case system in Arabic and its
different aspects of Arabic NPs which the learners of the language may
encounter. It provides a clear analysis of the three different Case forms of Arabic
NPs supported with suitable examples. It aso provides some results and finding
derived the analysis of the topic. Finaly, it suggests some recommendations for
further research studies.
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Introduction

Languages are different in the way they put words in a sentence. They are
also different in the way governing the declension process of these words. The
word order of a language is constructed by the dimension of the grammatical
functions of Case.

Case is a distinctive grammatical category of words, nouns, pronouns,
adjectives, etc., which reflects the grammatical functions carried out by these
words in phrases, clauses, or sentences. In many languages, nouns take different
inflectional forms depending on their positions and what type of Case they arein.

Some languages such as Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Hungarian, Hindi, and
Arabic have comprehensive Case systems, with nouns, pronouns, and adjectives,
all inflecting (usually by means of different suffixes) to mark their Case. English
Is an exception, the case in which it has largely lost its Case system, although its
personal pronouns still have three different forms of Case represented by the
nominative, accusative and genitive Cases that are used with persona pronouns
only. There are many languages which have morphological Case forms for their
nouns or pronouns.” In English, the morphological Case is restricted only to
pronouns, while the lexical NPs have an abstract Case.

In linguistic theory, Case has been usually treated as carrying direct
information about the Noun Phrases (NPs) modified by the Case marker. Case
theories were developed on the basis of configurational languages.
Configurational languages identify grammatical relations through their syntactic
structure (Nordlinger 1998). English is, for example, a configurational language
asitsword order tells us which of the NPs is the subject and which is the object.

In Arabic, Nouns and adjectives are declined for Case. This research will
focus a great deal of attention on the Case of nouns only. If you are a new learner
of the Arabic language, it may interest you to note that foreign students of this
language have a very tough trouble with Case. Even though Case may appear to
be an unfamiliar notion to learners, they should have little problem with it here.
There are some languages which have more Cases than Arabic does and they are
considerably more complex.

Therefore, Case refers to the form of a noun or an adjective it takes
depending on its function in a sentence. For instance, a noun which functions as
the subject of a sentence has a different Case than it would have if it were the
object of that sentence. In general, different Cases are indicated by changesin the
vowels attached to the ends of nouns and adjectives.

3 By morphological Case, we mean the overt Case form which is marked in the morphology of

words.
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In Arabic, there are three different Case endings. These Case endings are
applied to most nouns and adjectives of the language. They are not applied to its
pronouns nor do they apply to singular demonstratives. Case is not also applied at
all to words used to form questionsin Arabic.

The aim of this study is, therefore, to examine Case marking as a
mechanism of the encoding of grammatical function in Arabic NPs as a concrete
framework to demonstrate how the Case markers work to identify the
grammatical functions of these NPs in a sentence.

First of al, we have to know what Case endings of Arabic nouns are, and
how they operate in the structure of the language. Arabic nouns and adjectives
are conjugated for Case. As for nouns, they are conjugated for Case according to
their different positions in the sentences; Arabic adjectives are also conjugated
for Case according to number, gender, and person when qualifying these nouns.
This means that there must be an agreement between nouns and adjectives in
Arabic regarding Case, opposite to English.* Case endings of Arabic nouns are
little markers known as Harakaat (movements). These movements are put on the
final letters (morphemes) of nouns presenting the grammatical functions of these
nouns. Arabic Case endings are represented by three diacritical marks. These
types of diacritics are represented by these figures: &, <<, and < -. Thefirst one
is called ‘dhamma’, the second ‘fat-ha’ and the third ‘kasra’ which are
represented by the English short vowels /u/, /al and /i/ respectively. These three
short vowels refer aso to nominative, accusative and genitive Cases
respectively.

Arabic Case endings are usually not written outside of the Holy Qur’an
and children’s books. But you will hear news broadcasters pronouncing them;
and if you want to speak the standard Arabic (al-fus-ha) well, it is very necessary
to understand its Case markers. Each of these markers should refer to one of the
following Cases — nominative (al-marfu3), accusative (al-manSiib) and genitive
(al-majrar). These three Cases are again represented by three diacritical marks,
i.e., dhamma, fat-ha and Kasra respectively. They are called short vowels in
Arabic, representing the English short vowels /u/, /il and /al respectively as
represented in the following shapes: ST

Looking again at the above shapes of Arabic diacritical marks, on the left

is the Nom. Case marker (dhamma). It resembles atiny apostrophe (*) in English
put at the final part of a noun, and it resembles the English short vowel /u/ to
mark nouns in the Nom. Case. The second is the ACC. Case marker (fat-ha),

* This study is concerned only with the Case endings of Arabic nouns.
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which appears on the end of a noun NP, and it resembles the English short
vowel /al to mark nouns in the ACC. Case. On the right side is the Gen. Case
marker (kasra) placed below the final part of a noun and is uttered as the English
short vowel /i/ to mark nouns in the Gen. Case. Consider the following examples
for each Case respectively.
1. al-galamu  fawqga at-taawilat-i.
the-pen- nom. on the-table-gen.
“The pen is on the table.’
2. katab-a mohammed-un  ad-dars-a
wrote  mohammed-nom. the-lesson- acc.
‘Mohammed wrote the lesson.’
3. dhahab-a ahmed-u ila al-maktabat-i.
went ahmed-nom. to the-library-gen.
‘Ahmed went to the library.’
In the above examples, we find that the noun Al-galam-u ‘the pen’ in (1) is the
subject of the sentence and takes the nominative Case dhamma represented by /u/.
In (2), the noun ad-dars-a ‘the lesson’ is the object of the sentence and takes the
accusative Case fat-ha represented by /a/. Finally, the noun al-maktabat-i ‘the
library’ is preceded by the preposition ila ‘to’ and gets the genitive Case kasra
represented by /i/.
Literature Review

Case system of the nouns of Arabic and many other languages such as
English has become the subject of many researchers in and outside the Arab
universities. Some of these researches dealt with Arabic Case system individually,
while some others concentrated on the contrast between English from one side
and Arabic from the other side. References can be attributed to Abu Seif (1967)
on the NPs in English and Cairene Arabic; Hassani (1967) on the classification on
the NPs of English and Arabic; Qafisheh (1968) on pre-nominal modifiers; Al-
Safi (1972) on concord; El-Derwi (1967) on Number; Yassin (1977) on the
genitive; Mehdi (1981) and Zughoul (1979) on prepositions; El-Sheikh (1963) on
pronouns; Bulos (1960); and Tadors (1979) and Tochie (1983) on relatives.

In Arabic, al NPs must have one of three Cases: nominative (NOM),
accusative (ACC), or genitive (GEN). Buckley (2004) gave a detailed description
of the conditions for each of these three Cases in Arabic. He dedt with eight
different classes of nominal Case expression. He took into account NOM as the
default Case. He mentioned seven conditions for the NOM., twenty-five for
ACC. and two for GEN. Holes (2004), in his study on structures, functions, and
varieties of SA, reported that the native speakers of Arabic, in fact, are native
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speakers of one of the Arabic dialects, all of which have lost Case. Recently, in
their study on Arabic Diacritization, Habash and Rambow (2007) claimed that
misunderstanding rate of Case goes down if the word-final diacritics (which
include Case) need not be predicted. The same claim has been proved by some
other researchers such as Nelken and Shieber (2005) and Zitouni et a. (2006).
Habash and Rambow (2007) added that tagging-based approaches to Case
verification are limited in their usefulness, and full diacritization for subsequent
processing in a natura language processing application needs to perform more
complex syntactic processing to restore Case diacritics. They asserted that options
include using the out-put of a parser in determining Case.”
Types of Arabic Case Endings

There are a lot of morphologica Case endings for NPs in Arabic
represented by different diacritica markers. But we will discuss only three types
of these diacritics, i.e., the Nominative Case, Accusative Case and Genitive Case.
As we know, Arabic NPs are conjugated for Case according to their different
positions in a sentence. Case indicates the state of an NP as a subject or an object
of a sentence and how it takes its form according to its function and position in
that sentence. This means that if the noun functions as the subject of a sentence, it
will be assigned a different Case than it would get if it were the object of the same
sentence. The different types of Case, as nom., acc., or gen., are marked by the
diacritica marks annexed to the fina parts of the nouns. Let’s now go on to
discuss three types of Case for the Arabic NPs separately.
1. The Nominative Case

The usual word-order in Arabic is for the subject to follow the verb

followed by the object, or for the verb to follow the subject followed by the
object. The nominative Case is used in an Arabic sentence primarily in two
situations. The first is the subject of any sentence. That is to say, the subject of
any sentence will always be in the nominative Case. The nom. Case is chiefly
used to denote the subjective Case of Arabic NPs. It is, in other words, used to
show that an NP is the subject of a sentence and it isin the nominative Case. The
second state in which the Arabic noun gets a nom. Caseiswhen it is used as the predicate
of the nominal sentence.®

> For more details go through Zughoul (2002).

® In Arabic, there are two prominent types of sentences: 1. the verbal sentence which begins with
the verb followed by the subject and the object respectively, and 2. the nominal sentence which
begins with the subject followed by the verb and the object respectively.
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As we mentioned earlier, the nom. Case of the Arabic NP is indicated by
putting the nominative marker dhamma (the English short vowel /u/) above the
final letter of the noun. Consider the following examples:

4. katab-a al-walad-u a-dars-a
wrote  the-boy-nom. the-lesson-acc.
‘The boy wrote the lesson.’
5. al-walad-u dhakiy-un
the boy-nom. intelligent-nom.
‘The boy isintelligent.’
In the above examples, we have two different Arabic sentences. The example (4)
represents a verba sentence, while (5) denotes a nominal sentence. In (4), we
notice that the NP al-walad-u ‘the boy’ is the subject of the verbal sentence and
has anom. Case. In (5), we also notice that the NP al-walad-u ‘the boy’ is also the
subject of the nominal sentence and has a nom. Case. In both sentences, we see
that the nom. Case of the subject al-walad-u ‘the boy’ is indicated by placing the
diacritica mark dhamma (the English short vowel /u/), which is the nom. marker
of the subjects in Arabic, over the final letter ‘d” and get al-walad-u.

Notice that al-walad-u in the above examples is a definite noun, so it takes
single dhamma %+ to indicate the nom. Case. But when the subject is an indefinite
noun, we put double dhammas * nunnation’ %+ over the last letter instead of oneto
indicate its nom. Case. This case is known as tanween in Arabic. Thus, the single
dhamma is pronounced as the English short vowe /u/ and the double ones are
pronounced as the English suffix “-un’. Thus, the nominative ending marker of the
Arabic subject al-walad-u ‘the-boy’ as a definite noun is written as & and
pronounced as /u/. Let’s now consider the following example to show how the
ending Case marker for the indefinite noun is pronounced regarding the
nominative Case.

6. ahmed-u walad-un mujtahid-un.

ahmed-nom. aboy-nom.  hard-working-nom.

‘Ahmed is a hardworking boy.’
The word walad-un ‘a boy’, in the above example (6), would have this Case
marker form & (double dhamma) as it is an indefinite noun instead of &+ (asingle
dhamma) in al-walad-u as a definite noun. This text means the use of one
dhamma with a tail instead of a single one. This kind of pronunciation for the
indefinite Case marking ¢ ‘-un’ is literally called nunnation ‘tanween’ meaning
pronouncing the letter ‘n’ at the end of the noun.
Unlike English, there are no indefinite articles in Arabic; therefore, the tanween

‘nunnation’ works the same purpose instead. In many situations, we use a
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modification of the two dhammas as ¢ instead of writing them both. This
modification consists of the first dnamma being written, but with atail attached to
it to represent the presence of the second one. Consider also the following
example.
7. a-walad-u mudarris-un
the-boy-nom  a-teacher-nom.
‘The boy is a teacher.’
In the above sentence, there are two NPs. The first one al-walad-u ‘the boy’ is a
definite noun with a nom. Case as the subject of the sentence, whereas the
second mudarris-un ‘a teacher’ is an indefinite noun with a nom. Case as the
predicate of the same sentence. So, al-walad-u in the above examples is a

definite noun, and it takes single dhamma % to indicate its nom. Case. But the

noun mudarris-un isindefinite, and it takes double dhammas * nunnation’ < over
the last letter instead of one to indicate its nom. Case. The second dhamma is
uttered as “-n” and is often represented by alittle tail attached to the first dhamma
as a sort of short hand. Thus, we notice that the nominative Case in Arabic
sentences can be assigned to the Arabic NPs in two positions. First, if the NP is
the subject of the sentence; second if it is used as a predicate of the same
sentence.

The same procedure is also followed in the case of constructing the Arabic
guestions as we use only one dhamma in the case of definite nouns, and/or
tanween ‘nunnation’ (the equivalent of the two dhammas) in the case of indefinite
nouns. So, we write the dhamma with a tail to get ‘tanween’. Let’s change the
affirmative sentence (7) into a question (8) and compare the results.

8. hal al-waad-u mudarris-un

is the-boy-nom  ateacher-nom.

‘Is the boy is a teacher?’

The following table presents some examples to show the differences
between the different types of Case marking shapes regarding definite and
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indefinite nouns in Arabic as represented by the single and double diacritical
marks respectively:

Case | Definitenouns | Meaning |Indefinitenouns | Meaning
Nom. al-maktab-u the-office maktab-un an-office
Acc. al-maktab-a the-office maktab-an an-office

Gen. al-maktab-i the-office maktab-in an-office
Nom. al-walad-u the-boy walad-un a-boy
Acc. al-waad-a the-boy walad-an a-boy
Gen. al-walad-i the-boy walad-in a-boy

Table-1 Shapes of Arabic Case Endings

2. The Accusative Case

The acc. Case is chiefly used to denote the objective Case of Arabic NPs.
Itis, in other words, used to show that an NP is the object of asentenceanditisin
the acc. Case. The accusative Case of Arabic NPs is primarily applied to the
objects of verbs. The acc. Case marker is indicated by fat-ha : = pronounced as
the English short vowel /al. Consider the following example.

9. garat-u al-kitab-a
read- |-nom. the-book- acc.
‘I read the book.’

In the above sentence, the NP al-kitab-a ‘the-book’ is the object of the sentence
which has an acc. Case.” The NP al-kitab-a ‘the book’ is also the object of the
sentence and has an acc. Case. It isindicated by placing the diacritical mark fat-ha

2 2 pronounced as the English short vowel /a/, which is the acc. marker of the
objects in Arabic, over the final letter ‘b’ and gets al-kitab-a. Notice that al-kitab-
a in the above example (9) is a definite noun, o it takes single fat-ha «: = to
indicate its acc. Case. But when the object is an indefinite noun, we put double
fat-ha <> ‘nunnation’ over the last letter instead of one to indicate its acc. Case.
This caseis known as tanween in Arabic. Consider aso the following example.
10. garaat-u kitab-an.
read- | — nom. abook-acc.
‘I read a book.’

” The Arabic first personal pronoun ana ‘I’ does not appear in this sentence. Such pronouns are
usually implicit in Arabic, though they are functioning as the subjects since the verb inflection
tells us who/what the subject is.
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As s clear from the above example (10), double fat-ha ©: ‘nunnation’ tanween is
used here on the final part of the NP kitab-an ‘a-book’ to indicate its acc. Case.
That isto say, we are using doubl e fat-ha instead of one to indicate the accusative
Case when the object of the sentence is indefinite. The second fat-ha gives us the
nunnation. To conclude, we use a single fat-ha if the noun is definite and is the
object of the sentence as the NP al-kitab-a ‘the-book”’ in (9), and tanween ‘double
fat-ha’ if the noun is indefinite as the NP kitab-an ‘a-book’ in (10).
3. The Genitive Case

In this section, we will discuss the third type of Arabic Case endings, the
gen. Case. As we know, there are two forms of the gen. Case in English, the first
one is obtained by the use of an apostrophe and an s (’s) after a noun as in ‘the
girl’s dress’, and the second form is constructed by using the preposition of asin
‘the dress of the girl’. By contrast, the genitive Case occurs in Arabic in two
situations too. Both of these situations occur very often in the language. First, a
noun following a preposition will always be in the genitive Case. The other time
the genitive Case occurs is if a noun is the second or later term of an idaafa ‘the
annexation’ as in ‘fustan-u I-bint-i” (the dress (of) the girl). It is anticipated that some
non-Arabic learners or speakers may have difficulties forming or identifying the gen.
Casein Arabic.

The gen. Caseis assigned to the Arabic NPs by the use of the Case marker kasra

2+ or kasrateen (double kasra) «: on the final letter of the noun. That is to say, the
genitive Case marker is one kasra if anoun is definite and two kasras if the noun
is indefinite. The single kasra on the fina part of the definite noun is pronounced
as /i/, while the second kasra of the two kasras on the final part of the indefinite
noun is pronounced as an ‘n’, just like the second dhamma in the nominative Case
and the second fat-ha of the acc. Case.

The first situation of the gen. Case occurs when the noun is preceded by a
preposition.® Prepositions are responsible for assigning the gen. Case to the
Arabic nouns. Consider the following examples.

11. dhahabt-u ila al-mata’am-i.
went-I-nom. to the-restaurant-gen.
‘I went to the restaurant.’

12. dhahabt-u  ila mata’am-in.
went-1-nom. to a-restaurant -gen.
‘I went to a restaurant.’

’A preposition is a word which comes before a noun in Arabic.
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In the above examples, we find that the Arabic genitive Case marker is
represented by asingle kasra :: on the word al-mata am-i ‘the restaurant’ because

it is a definite noun as in (11), and by two kasras ‘tanween’ :: on the word
mata’am-in ‘a restaurant’ because it is an indefinite noun as in (12). The single
kasra is pronounced as the English short vowel /i/, while these double kasras are
pronounced as the English suffix -in’.

The second form of the gen. Case is known as idaafa. The word idaafa
means ‘addition’ or even ‘annexation’. The idaafa is used to indicate possession
in Arabic. In English, for example, we say ‘John’s book’. In Arabic, we say ‘the
book (of) John’. The idaafa is an extremely important construction in Arabic. It is
very easy, basic, and absolutely necessary for any student of the language who
wants ever to be able to do anything at al in Arabic. A number of students have
had severa years of Arabic but do not know the difference between an idaafa and
a noun-adjective phrase. In fact, many students do not seem to know the
mechanism of idaafa in Arabic.

Let’s consider the following examples.

13. hadha bait-u al-mudarris-i.
this  the-house teacher-gen.
“This is the teacher’s house.’
14. hadha bait-u mudarris-in.
this  ahouse teacher-gen.
“This is a house of a teacher.’
In the above sentences, we have a standard two-term idaafa phrases in each
sentence represented in (13) as bait-u al-mudarris-i ‘the teacher’s house’ and in
(14) as bait-u mudarris-in ‘a teacher’s house’. The first noun bait-u in each phrase
is the thing possessed. It can be in any Case depending on its position in the

sentence but never has nunnation ‘tanween’ . The second noun of each idaafa is
in the gen. Case.® In (13), the genitive Case marker is represented by a single
kasra ¢: on the noun al-mudarris-i ‘the teacher’ because it is a definite noun,

wheress it is represented by two kasras ‘tanween’ ©: on the noun mudarris-in ‘a
teacher’ because it is an indefinite noun as in (14).
Conclusion

Arabic has a distinctive morphological Case system which cannot be
recognized in any other language. As we mentioned previously, Arabic has three

’Inan idaafa, the second term and any following terms are always genitive.
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main morphological forms of Case. These forms are basically marked by
changing the shape of the ends of words. That is to say, Arabic nouns are
normally inflected for three Cases: nominative, genitive, and accusative. Cases
fall under the topic of morphology because they are part of word structure; they
are usualy like suffixes attached to the word stem, and the nature of the word
stem determines what form the suffix will take. In general, the Case markers in
Arabic are short vowels: /u/ for nominative, /i/ for genitive and /al for accusative.

Arabic has several diacritical markers, referred to as short/small vowels in
the language, which can be written over or under final letters to indicate the state
of nouns as being the subjects or objects of sentences. Most ordinary Arabic
scripts (texts) are written without diacritical markers because these diacritical
markers are most of the time supposed to be guessed and suggested by a qualified
reader. Furthermore, knowing the Case endings of Arabic is necessary in some
Cases. The Holly Qur’an, for example, must be written with full diacritical marks
to avoid any possible mistakes and ambiguity.

To conclude, Arabic diacritics with their names are the acc. marker [fat-
ha] which is represented by the sign [ ], the nom. marker [dhamma] which is
represented by the sign f’], and the gen. marker [kasra] which is represented by
thesign[ ]; [tanween] fat-hateen related to the acc. Case which is represented by

the sign [7], [tanween] dhammateen related to the nom. Case which is represented
by the sign [”], and [tanween] kasrateen related to the gen. Case which is

represented by the sign [ ]. The nom. Case typically marks the subject function as
an agent or a doer of an action; the acc. Case indicates the object in a sentence;
and the gen. Case is used mainly in two ways: to mark the object of a preposition
and to mark the possessor in a possessive structure.
Resultsand Findings

Throughout this study, we come to deduce that Case is a very important
notion of grammar which plays a significant role in Arabic grammar. Although
Arabic has alot of morphological Case endings, this study has been confined to a
limited number of grammatical facts, nom. Case, acc. Case, and gen. Case,
assumed by these morphological endings for the NPs.

We have seen that there are three different types of Case in Arabic and
how they are assigned to the NPs.
e Arabic is a distinctive language with its Case system.
e Because of its richness of inflection, Arabic has a distinctive Case system
represented by overt Case endings for the NPs.
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e The data shown in this study indicates that the rate of Case forms for the NPs
differs widely according to the differences in the positions of these NPs in the
Arabic sentences.

Recommendations

As has been mentioned earlier, there are a lot of morphological Case
endings for NPs in Arabic represented by different diacritical markers. But this
study has been confined to only three types of these diacritics, i.e., the Nominative
Case, Accusative Case and Genitive Case. This study would be the first step for
further researches in this field. So, the researcher would suggest and recommend
the following forms of Arabic Case endings to be studied and investigated:

Jussive Case

Commutative Case.

Locative Case.

Dative Case.

Instrumental Case, a case which expresses means or agency.
The Case system of Arabic pronouns.

Concludlng this study, it would be worthwhile for further research to
investigate the Adjective Case endings in Arabic and the Noun-Adjective Case
agreement regarding changes that the Arabic words undergo when changing from
one position into another position in the sentence.

ok~ E
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