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Difficulties and Problems Facing English Studentsin
Translating Culture-Specific Itemsfrom English to Arabic
and their Solutions

Dr. Abdou Ahmed Ali Mounassar*

Abstract

Trandation of CSIs in literary texts poses many problems for the
trandator. This study explores problems faced undergraduate students of
English language when translating culture-specific items from English to
Arabic. To achieve this aim, the researcher selected 38 undergraduate
students randomly, level four, who were registered for the B.A program in
the Department of English, Faculty of Arts, Thamar University that existsin
the Republic of Yemen. The study took place during the second semester of
the academic year 2016/2017. The researcher carried out a trandation test
that consisted of 20 relatively short sentences which the learners were
required to transate from English into Arabic. The findings show that the
students encounter different kinds of problems when translating culture-
specific items. These problems ar e mostly related to: Unfamiliarity with
some of these culture-specific items; Failure to achieve the equivalence in the
Arabic language; Ambiguity of some cultural items; Lack of knowledge of
trandation techniques and trandation strategies; The incompetence of
students in their mother tongue, i.e. Arabic language. At the end of the study,
the researcher offered numerous recommendations that may help in overcome
the problems of trandating culture-specific items.

Introduction

Tranglation of CSIs has been and still is a largely debatable issue in
trand ation studies which propose problems for translators. Essentially human
beings use language as the most important means of communication, and
language is influenced by people's culture and beliefs whether consciously or
unconsciously. Therefore, translation involves both language and culture; yet
most trandation definitions do not directly involve cultural expressions as
Catford (1965), Peter Newmark (1981), but Nida (1964:13), in his attempt to

* Assistant Professor of Translation, English Department,Faculty of Arts, Thamar University.
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define trandlation and the role of a trandator, took into consderatlon the
cultural elements by asserting that "the role of atrandator is to facilitate the
transfer of the message, meaning, and cultural elements from one language
into another and create an equivalent response to the receivers'. He also
suggested that the message from the source language is embedded by a
cultural context. He believes that the translation of cultural items from the
source language (SL) into the target language (TL) should have the same
effect on the (TL) readers asit does on the( SL) readers.

The problem with trandation culture-specific items are perhaps related to the
cultural gaps between (SL) and (TL). Knowledge of the target culture is
essential for successful English-Arabic trandation. Poor comprehension may
arise from lack of insight into the target culture. There is a mismatch in
cultural norms and beliefs between the Arab and Western culture. Each
different language has its own individuality, which makes it distinctive and
peculiar to the people who speak it. The common point is that cultural
specific items may constitute tranglation problems. Students in this case, are
required to adopt certain trandlation strategies to solve these problems.

Thelmportance of the Study

This study would shed some light on the nature of some problems students
might encounter in translating culture-specific items from English to Arabic
and would offer some awareness about what might go wrong in dealing with
them.

The Objectives and Questions of the Study

This study aims at investigating the problems that undergraduate students
majoring at English Department, Faculty of Arts, Thamar University face in
trandating culture-specific items from English into Arabic. It also attempts to
clarify the elements that cause these difficulties and gives some suggestions
on how to overcome them. In order to achieve these goals, the study will
answer the following questions,

-What are the difficulties faced by the fourth-year students who study English
language at English Department, Faculty of Arts, Thamar University in
Yemen when trandating cultural specific items from English into Arabic?
-What types of strategies are chosen by fourth-year students when confronted
any culture-specific items?

Definition of Terms
Trangdation:

Ghazala(2008:1) used the term tranglation to refer to " al processes and
methods used to render and/or transfer the meaning of the source language
into the target language as closely, completely and accurately as possible.”
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Culture

The term culture refers to a set of beliefs that control a particular country or
group behavior. It is defined by Taylor (1871) as a "... complex whole which
includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other
capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of a group".
Newmark(1988: 94) defined culture as: "The way of life and its manifestation
that are peculiar to a community that uses a particular language as its means
and expression.”

Trandation Difficulties:
Trandation difficulties are difficulties that individua translator could have
when dealing with the translation process.

Trandlation Problems:

Trandation problems are linguistic phenomena known to be problematic in
trandation. Ghazala (2008:17) argued that a trandation problem is " any
difficulty which makes us stop trandating to think about it."

Trangdation Strategies:
The term 'strategy’ refers to a method or a procedure used by atransator to
solve a particular problem while trandlating.

Culture-Specific Items:

CSlsareitems in the source text that are problematic for the trandator, either
because they do not exist in the target language or because they have
different functions or connotations for TL readers.(Aixeld, 2007)

Review of Related Literature

Mohammad Salehi (2013) conducted study that explored to what extent the
strategies of translating culture-specific items applied by native and non-
native tranglators differ from each other in terms of frequency and secondly
to determine the most frequent translation strategies applied by native
translator compared to non-native trandator in tranglating culture-specific
items. The result affirmed the native Persian-speaking trand ator and the non-
native Persian-speaking trandator, have applied absolute universalization as
their frequently used strategy facing with culture-specific items(CSls).
Moreover, Kourosh Akef and Tahmineh Vakili (2010) study aimed to
compare the strategies used by two Iranian trandators in rendering the
culture-specific items (CSIs) of Savushunin English. The findings showed
that in the trandation of the culture-specific items (CSIs) of Savushun,
Ghanoonparvar had a greater tendency towards conveying the sense of
cultural terms outside the text by giving extra-textual explanations for 120
items (together with the proper names used in Savushun), whereas Zand has
explained 35 items (together with proper names), extra-textualy.
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Furthermore, this study showed that neither of the translators has adhered toa
single strategy in the process of trandating Farsi (CSls) of a certain
subcategory into English. Therefore, they have both subscribed to the
practice of employing avariety of strategiesin trandating(CSls).

Erika Mussche and Klaas Willems (2010) investigated the transfer of proper
names and references to food in the Arabic tranglation of the first three Harry
Potter volumes. In this study it was found that culture-specific references to
food may be trandated by general hyperonyms or transferred by culture-
specific analogues. However, one of the most pervasive procedures across all
items that we have investigated is clearly omission.

Mohammad Noruzi (2012) attempted to investigate the issue of culture-
specific-items in journalistic texts three major domestic news agencies were
chosen and the news items in Persian and English were compared and
contrasted. The tranglations were not evaluated and the broadcast versions
considered to be correct. The comparison revealed that most of the cultural
items in Persian texts have IsSamic and Arabic roots and some others have
their rootsin ethnic groups living in Iran.

The previous studies focused on the different types of tranglation problems.
The present study dealt with some cultural problems that undergraduate
students face in trandating from English to Arabic. Here the researcher used
(20) sentences curried different cultural terms according to the level of fourth
year students, to show the difficulties that face university students during
trand ation processes.

Arabic and English: Cultural Overview:

The use of linguistic elements by the member of society affect by culture
and the understanding of these cultural elements between two languages
communities also affect by cultural variables. In this case, language is an
essential part of cultural because the meaning of such vocabulary gets its
meaning from its cultural. Arabic and English are associated with specific
cultural and social customs, but in different forms. According to Sapir
(1949), "environment and culture have a considerable influence on the
language of speakersasisclearly seen in their vocabulary".

One of the important reasons behind the difficulties between Arabic and
English in trandation is the cultural differences. The role of trandator is to
fill the gap between the two different cultures by finding the close cultura
equivalent which meet the TL Arabic readers expectations.

Trandation Proceduresfor Culture-Specific Items (SCls)

Baker M. (1992:21) stated that" the source-language word may express a
concept which is totally unknown in the target culture. The concept in
guestion may be abstract or concrete; it may relate to a religious belief, a
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socia custom, or even a type of food. Such concepts are often referred to as
‘culture-specific'.”

The trandation of culture-specific items carry many problems for both
translators and students. They need to follow certain strategies and
procedures in their translation. Vinay and Darbelnet, in their cultural theory
of trandlation, mentioned seven procedures for rendering a word from SL to
TL. They carried out a comparative stylistic analysis of French and English.
They looked at texts in both languages, noting differences between the
languages and identifying the following tranglation strategies as cited in
Munday J. (2001:56-59)

1-Borrowing:

According to Jean-Paul Vinay and Jean Darbelnet borrowing isthe simplest
of all trandation methods. By using the process of borrowing the transator
introduce the flavour of the source language (SL) cultural, i.e. add the local
colour. Here the word or expression is taken from the source language (SL)
and used in the target language(TL), but in a naturalization form, that means
to follow the grammar and pronunciation of the (TL). For example, French
words such as "chic", "rendezvous' were borrowing and widely used in
English, aso the Russian rouble, datchaetc. are used in English and other
languages to fill a semantics gap in the target language.

2-Calque

It is a specia kind of borrowing where the source language word or
structure is trandated into a target language literally. The translator imitates
in his trandation the structure or manner of expression of the source
language. For example:
English-French calque:

Compliments of the season! Compliments de la saison!
Science-fiction Science- fiction
Week-end Week- end

3-Litaral Trandation:

It is word-for-word tranglation, According to Veinay and Darbelnet, this
method is common between languages of the same family and culture. For
example, 'l left my spectacles on the table downstairs which becomes
() Gildall 3 Al e 5 ) e )

4-Transposition:

Trangposition concerns the changes of grammatical categories in
trandation. It involves a change a verb to noun, noun to verb, and noun group
to noun and so on, without changing the meaning. This strategy can also be
found within a language, ‘I give him a kiss’ is semantically no difference
from ‘I kiss him’ though the word ‘kiss’ is changed from a noun into a verb.
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Another example, "ared car" (s!_<~ 5_)Lw), the position of adjectlve changes
from English into Arabic. This change in position depends on the target
language structure.

5-Modulation:

According to Vinay and Darblenet, as cited in Munday (2001: 57), it refers
to "avariation of the form of the message, obtained by a change in the point
of view". This change of point of view allows usto express the phenomenain
a different way. The change can be from negative into positive or vice versa.
E.g. "It isdifficult" translate to French as "Cen'est pas facile" and to Arabic
(Jemd) (0 o)

6-Equivalence:

This implies searching the target language for the most appropriate and
equivalent expression corresponding to the one in the source language. It is
the technique most frequently applied in the trandation of proverbs,
idiomatic expressions and figures of speech. The translator has no choice
than find a similar situation in the target language. For example, "Like father
like son" ((4usle Y alda al gll/ayl s A1 )

7-Adaptaion:

Adaptation means the modification of the idea in the source language and
find an acceptable one in the target language. Adaptation can be used where
the trandator does not find an appropriate equivalence. He works on
changing the content and the form of source language in away that conforms
to the rules of the language and culture in the target language. For example,
the English metaphor”. He is a ship without compass' has no cultura
equivalent in Arabic but the saying could be trandated as (» alle (& Ui 43)
(48 Al an 50 Y plull
In Mona Baker's theory(1998:26-63), seven different procedures could be
seen for tranglation of culture-bound elements which are summarized as
follow:

1- A more genera word (subordinate)
2- A more neutral/less expressive word

3- Cultural substitution
4- Using aloan word or aloan word plus explanation
5- Paraphrase using unrel ated words
6- Omission
7- lllustration

Aixeld (2007:61-78 ) summarized 11 trandating strategies of culture-
specific items: (1) Repetition: reproducing the original text; (2) Orthographic
Adaptation: transformation or trandliteration; (3) Linguistic (non-cultural)
Trandation: preserving referential meaning in the source language text as far
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as possible; (4) Extra textual Gloss: based on the first three methods to add
interpretation such as using footnotes, endnotes, text comment method, etc;
(5) Intratextual Gloss: the interpretation placed in the body; (6) Synonymy:
the use of different ways to translate the same culture-specific items in order
to avoid duplication; (7) Limited universalization: selecting another source
culture-specific item which the readers are more familiar with; (8) Absolute
universalization: using non-culture-specific items to translate culture-specific
items; (9) Naturaization: selecting culture-specific items in the target
language to trandlate the ones in the source language; (10) Deletion: omitting
the culture-specific items in the target language; (11) Autonomous Cresation:
introduction of culture-specific items which the source language does not
have.

Theoretical Framework:

One important thing is that trandlation process starts from the understanding
of the source text and then producing the close natural equivalent in target
language. Robnenson (2003: 16) stated that "profession translators need to
slow down to examine a problematic word, or phrase, or syntactic structure,
or a cultural assumption painstaking with a full analytical awareness and its
possible solution”

By the way, the various problems of cultural-specific items direct the
researcher's attention to the work of students and the trandation processes
they follow to produce a good translation in the target language

Scholars as Newmark (1988:95) has tried to classify culture-specific items
into different categories which make them easily recognizable in any text.
1-Ecolog: a geographical features which includes. Flora (all the plants grow
in a particular place or country). Fauna (all animals living in particular area
or period in history) plains, hills, winds.

2 -Materid culture: include food and drinks: like milk-porridge, apple sauce,
whisky, brandy. Clothes: as red coat .Houses and towns. Measuring system:
units used in the determination of the size, weight, speed, length, etc.

3- Socia culture: work and leisure like: barbecue

4- Organization, customs, activities, procedures, concepts: political, artistic,
and religious.

5- Gestures and habits. For example, "shake the head to assent.” or "give a
thumbs- up to signal ok."

Method of the Study:
a- Sample of the Study

The study involved a sample of 38 undergraduate students majoring in
English Department, Faculty of Arts, Thamar University in the second
semester of the academic year2016/2017. It dealt with some culture specific
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items that undergraduate students of English face in trandation from Engllsh
into Arabic and their solutions.

b- Instrument of the Study

In this study, a trandation test was designed by the researcher to find the
various strategies that were employed by the students in tranglating cultural-
specific items. The test consisted of 20 relatively short sentences of cultural
items.

c- Data Analysis

The analysis of some culture-specific items are discussed through the
following procedures; cultural equivalent, naturalization, (general) sense ,
classifier, and literal trandation (of the meaning).

Cultural Equivalent

It is an easy procedure which is popular and available for many speaker of
Arabic language. In the first sentence "England is the mother of
Parliament." The word "Parliament” is belong to the material cultura
category. The cultural equivalent in Arabic is odaall A Gulae ol ulas)
(sl
which is perfectly identical to that of the (SL)
expression. One student gave the correct translation by using the exact
equivalent of the word "Parliament” to (=il (ulas)
Thirty three students gave acceptable trandlation by using the technique of
transcription and naturalization, they translated it into (olel_xl)
On the other hand, four students gave incorrect trandation by using
meaningless translation into (leiwd) o) /bislaall o) ALSIal) 4 5all)

In the second sentence "During this autumn the British Council has sent
eight scholarsto study Master in UK to study Master in UK. "The British

Council" () &) 38,4 ) has the same context and function in English
and Arabic.

Twenty students gave acceptable trangation. They trandated it into (odaa
)

Eighteen students mistrandated it, using incorrect words. They translated it
into (Aslay ) dmaadl /Aillay ) &) /iy ) 3 )il fAlay sl 4laidl)

The third sentence which is a proverb” As beautiful asalark" has an Arabic
equivalent (Lxll A el e sl /ol e Jdeal), Twelve students translated it
into (L) e Jeaf) which is a correct trangation. Twenty six students
translated it incorrectly into (UsallS Jlea /ulall Calady Jlaa / pahall Jlaal ),
Proverbs cannot be translated literary. They should be rendered with care to
carry the same cultural conventions in the origina proverb. The cultural
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item" alark" was replaced the word (_<dll/ ), students used the technlque of
cultural substitution.

The fourth sentence is "1t is raining cats and dogs'. It has an equivalent in
Arabic (il o S laci L) /550 hai L), It is common to students so they did
not find much difficulty in trandating it. Thirty four students gave a correct
trandation, they translated it to (s,) 3 ki &) Four students give incorrect
tranglation they translated it to

(JSLaally ¢ slan g oo gl /ISLEAIL () gaiia sl /daladll S aalgs/dakadll g QS (e 3S) llia)

Table (1) students performance in translating CSIs concerning cultural

equivalent
sentence Correct Acceptable Incorrect

NO No | Percentage| No | Percentage | No | Percentage

1 Englandls_themother 1 250 33 86.8% 4 %10.5
of Parliaments

2 | During this Autumn

0, 0,
the British Council... 0 0 20 52.6% 18 47.3%
3 | Asbeautiful asalark| 12 31.5% 0 0 26 68.4%
4 | ltisraining cats and 0 0
doos 34 89.4% 0 0 4 10.5%
Tota 47 31% 53 35% 52 34%

The percentage of correct trandation reached to 31%while the percentage of
acceptable trandation reached to 35%. On the other hand, the percentage of
incorrect translation reached to 34%.

The cultural equivaent is the easiest, popular for handling culture items, here
students failed to give the exact equivalent specially for the items in the first
and the second sentence. The reason was the inability to find in Arabic an
equivalent for the same cultural item. Students were varied in understanding
the proverbs as in the third and fourth sentence. Vinay and Darbelnet, as cited
in Munday J.(2001:59) believed that the target language equivalent should "
replicate the same situation as in the original, whilst using completely
different wording"

Naturalization:

Newmark(1988:82)stated that "this procedure succeeds transference and
adapts the SL. word first to the norma pronunciation, then to the normal
morphol ogy(word-forms) of the TL". Here the change will be on spelling of
one or more of its letters into target language, as "performancz” in German
and "performance” in English.

In the first sentence " French and England are the official language of the
Olympics' Seven students translated the word "Olympics' to ( <Y
4ua Y1) which is correct trandation. Eleven students translated it to

e
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(wled s¥Nwhich is acceptable trandation because it is widely used alI over
the world.

Twenty students gave incorrect translation by using such words like

(R s2al¥1/ i anaad 31 /o 5f /e 1) Which are unnatural ness of sound in Arabic.

The second sentence is "Democracy is a means for the people to choose
their leaders. "Democracy” is naturalizes and transcribes in Arabic into
(Aak) iaally"

This word did not cause much problems for students, because it is popular
and widely used by Arabic speakers. Thirty eight students translated it

into (k! _san) which is a correct trangation.

The third sentence is " Guava is the queen of fruits'. "Guava' is a new fruit
came to environment from Western. The word "guava' is naturalizes and
transcribes into Arabic(d8) sall)

It does not caused much problems for the students because they are familiar
with this fruit. Thirty eight students translated it into(%4) sa1l) which is correct
trangd ation.

The fourth sentence "Her cules was the greatest of the mythological Greek
heroes." English and Arabic share certain names in religion, and history.
Therefore, the English names was naturalized into Arabic. "Hercules' was a
famous leader and mythological heroes known in both cultural. The name
translated to (Jé_»). Thirty one of the students trandated to (Jé_»), whichisa
correct translation. Seven students gave incorrect translation, they transated
it to unnatural names like: (DS 5m /os5lS ot / iS5 ua)

Table (2) students' performance in translating CSl's concerning naturalization

NO Sentence Correct Acceptable Incorrect
No | Percentage No | Percentage| No Percentage
1 |Frenchand England are
the official language of | 7 18.4% 11 29% 20 52.6%
the Olympics
2 | Democracy is ameans
for the peopleto choose| 38 100% 0 0 0 0
their leaders
3 Guavalsth_e gueen of 38 100% 0 0 0 0
fruits
4 | Hercules was the greatest
of the mythological Greek| 31 81.5% 0 0 7 18.4%
heroes
Tota 114 75% 11 7.3% 27 17.7%

According to the table, students did not seem to have a particular difficulty in
trandating culture-specific items as "Democracy”, "Guava', and "Hercules'
which 100%, 100%, and 81.5% of the students managed to give correct
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trandation respectively. In the first sentence, only 18.4% of students gave
correct trandation for the cultural item" Olympics', while the rate of
acceptable and incorrect trandation reached t029% and 52.6% respectively.
Most of the students were unable to give the correct naturalization word in
Arabic for "Olympics' which reflect the absence of mastery of the target
language in naturalize some culture- specific items.

General Sense

In this procedure the trangdlator ignores the cultural item, because there is no
cultural equivalent in the target language. In the first sentence " The
President haslost the support of Congress' Here, the word "congress' can
be transcript and naturalize in Arabic to (<Y and it is well-
known now for Arabic speakers.

Twenty three students gave a correct transcription by trandating it into
(02 8)

Fifteen students gave incorrect trandation as they used wrong word like
(sbac¥) [ maleal) /e lia¥l) which were far away from the meaning of the word
"Congress'

The same thing applied to the second example "The Privy Council is a
group of important people in Britain who advice the king or queen on
political affairs." Five studentstranslated ("The Privy Council”

(=& SL) Galaall/galdl)l ASWl ulas), They trandated it into its sense in
Arabic because there were no equivalent in Arabic.

Twenty eight students gave acceptable trandation by trandated it to uslall )
(Ul udaall /5 HLiinY) Galaall /e5 yusll

which sound like the (SL) item.

Five students gave incorrect tranglation by using a random answers to
(Alaidll ipa padll /5 sl (udaa /pdaall 4ua siad) which tell us that they did not
know the meaning of this cultural item. The problem in translating

this cultural item liesin the inability of studentsto find the close cultural item
in target language.

In the third sentence "Bullfight is popular in Spain, in which a person
fights and kills a bull", the word "Bullfight" was linked directly to Spain
and Spanish culture. It cannot be acceptable by Arabic readers who mainly
view it as act of harshness, not sport. The Arabic version for this cultura
items was (¢o)dll 4= jbas), Thirty five students trandated it correctly to
(O Jud/ o)Ll 4= jlas) Three students gave incorrect translation by using
such words like (4! /A juadl /culd J )

The fourth sentence was " A paddy field is a field in which rice is grown
in water. Eight students translated the item "A paddy field" to(J_Y! Jis)
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which is correct trandation. On the other hand, thirty students translated it

incorrectly to  (emlsl) Jaall/saly Jis /amndl Jisll) these trandlations did not
reflect the meaning of the cultural item.

Table (3) students' performance in translating CSl's concerning general sense
NO Sentence Correct Acceptable Incorrect
No | Percentage | No | Percentage | No | Percentage

1 | ThePresident haslost
the support of Congress.
2 | ThePrivy Council isa
group of important
peoplein Britainwho | 5 13.2% 28 73.6% 5 13.2%
advice the king or queen
on political affairs.
3 | Bullfight ispopular in
Spain, in which aperson 35 92.1% 0 0 3 7.9%
fightsand kills abull.

4 " A paddy fieldisafield

23 60.5% 0 0 15 39.5%

inwhichriceisgrownin 8 21.1% 0 0 30 79 %
water.
Total 71 47% 28 18% 53 35%

The percentage of correct trandation reached 47%while the percentage of
acceptable and incorrect translation reached 18% and 35% respectively. The
table shows the problem faced studentsis in trandating of the cultural itemin
the four sentence "A paddy field". Students unable to find an equivalent in
Arabic and they are not familiar enough with this cultural item.

Classifier :

Itisakind of couplet trandation which involves using a combination of two
tranglation processes as a means of solving a cultural problems. Classified
explain the unknown cultural expression in simpleitems.

In the first sentence "Baseball is a bat-and-ball game played between two
teams of nine players'. The word "baseball" transcribed into Arabic with
modifying words to explain the meaning of this game. Here, it transated
INtO(d seand) duzaly ) /5_S/Aal)

Sixteen students gave a correct trandation, they trandated it into
(Jsamnll Al /AL 3 S /) sl 5,8/ sl La1) Here they used tranglation triplet
(transcription + naturalization + classifier). Twenty students gave acceptable
trandation by using the process of transcription and naturaization, they
trandated it into (Jswwd))

Two students did not give any answer for this item, which treated incorrect
translation.
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In the second sentence”_Steppesare an area in central Asia.” Two students
trandated it into (u«iv Je) which is a correct trandation. Eighteen students
trandated it into(ustiw),it is acceptable because the item is popular for Arabic
speaker and it is a famous place in Russia. Eighteen students gave incorrect
trandlation, they used such words like (<balll /Aw =l o) jauall /53l 5all)

In the third sentence "Rock is a type of popular music that originated in
the Unite State in the 1950s. Ten students trandated it into (s ) (w sa)
which is a correct tranglation, they used tranglation triplet(transcription +
naturalization +classifier).

Twenty four students gave acceptable trandation by using the process of
transcription and naturalization, they trandated it into (<)) and it is a
popular music in these days.

Four students gave incorrect trandation, they translated it into(_s-<ll)

In the fourth sentence’ Sake is a Japanese alcoholic drink made from
rice." Seven students gave a correct trandation. They trandlated it into

(JsaSh g piia / SLud) 0l )

They used trandation triple (trandlation or transcription + classified+
naturalization) .Two students gave acceptable trandation by using the word
of (e

where thisitem isakind of acohol.

Twenty nine students gave incorrect translation by using such words like
(Sdl/ clad) /elund) /23gl) 5 san /) ) i)

Table (4) students' performance in translating CSls concerning classifier

NO sentence Correct Acceptable incorrect
No |Percentay No | Percentage | No | Percentage
ge

1 | Basebadl isa bat-and-ball

game played betweentwo | 16 | 42% | 20 53% 2 5%
teams of nine players.

2 | Steppesare an areain central

Asia

3 Rock isatype of popular

music that originated inthe | 10 | 26 % | 24 63% 4 11%

United States in the 1950s.

4 | SakeisaJapanese acoholic

drink made from rice.

Total 35|229% | 64 | 421% | 53 35%

The result showed that the percentages of correct, acceptable and incorrect
trandation reached to 22.9%, 42.1% and 35% respectively. The table shows
that students were failed in trandlating some cultural items as" sake" where

e

2 | 52% | 18 47.4% 18 47.4%

7 |184% | 2 5.2% 29 76.3%
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the percentage of incorrect trandation reached to 76.3%. The reason is that
they were not familiar with thisitem and it isforbidden in Islamic religion.

Literal trandation of meaning:

Sometimes the use of literal translation of meaning is unwillingly applied to
trangdlate culture-specific items, because the problem is the difficulty of being
understood by the foreign readers.

This kind of trandlation can be called close or direct trandation."It can be
described as the best method of literal tranglation because it translate the real
meaning of an expression in its linguistic context , regardless of whether it is
direct or indirect, common or uncommon, non-metaphorical or metaphorical
use."Ghazala (2008:11)

In the first sentence "The harvest supper was very popular in late
Victorian times."

It refers to special meal during the harvest time in the England which has no
Arabic equivalent.

Seven students gave a correct trandation for the cultural item " The harvest
supper they trandlated it into" Jbaall cLic” they used literal trandation of the
meaning."

Thirty one students gave incorrect trand ation by using different words like
Lo )3l dralaall/ Cad jla 3 jlian fabae V) aleasll /a3 31 J seanall /zLEYI"

"Jiadall eliall /eliall sban/dbanll/ com gall dbasll

They did not reflect the real meaning of the cultural equivalent situation.

In the second sentence "To put cart before the horse" . Thirteen students
translated the proverb into" oleasll okl 4w »ll an  which is correct
trandation. Twelve students gave acceptable translatlon by using such
expression like " /cabid) eilSa (& ) ga¥) auas / canliall QA 3 anliall (adll) pay)

It is a metaphorica trandation which convey the rea meaning of the
proverb. Thirteen students tranglated it incorrectly into
"Ohaall alak puza g /daxi Y/l JB el A jall 8 Gl (5 gl

In the third sentence® German _measles is an illness caused by a
virus." " German measles’ is not difficult to understand by Arabic speakers
because it is a worldwide disease known to people everywhere. Twenty
Three students translated the item to"isld¥) dwasli" which is a correct
trandation. Six students gave an acceptable trandation by using the word

"iuaal"l Nine students gave incorrect trangdation as ysll/Axitay ) duasl)
" 23LY) which were far away from being correct."

In the fourth sentence "The White House is the official residence of the
President of the United States’ The cultura item " The White House " is
the easiest one among this group because of its popularity and famous place
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in U.S. Thirty seven students translated it correctly into(=xY! ud\)where
they used literal trandation of the meaning of individual word. One student
gave incorrect trandation, he trandated it into ""uasYl Jlasl" Maybe he
misunderstood or confused between "house and horse.

Table (5) students performance in trandating CSIs concerning literal
trand ation of meaning

NO Sentence Correct Acceptable incorrect
No |Percentagel N |Percentage| No |Percentage
1 | Theharvest supper was very popular in 0 o
late Victorian times. 7 1184%) 0 0 31 81.6%
2 To put cart before the horse. 13 [34.2%| 12 | 315% | 13 | 34.2%

German measles is an illness caused by a
virus.

4 | The White House is the official residence

of the President of the United States.

Total 80 |52.6%| 18 | 11.8% | 54 | 355%
The table above revealed that the highest score of correct trandation was
recorded for the four cultural item "The White House" with 97.3% . On the
other hand the highest score of incorrect trandlation was recorded for the first
cultural item, "The harvest supper”, with percentage of 81.6%. The total
percentages of correct and acceptable tranglation reached to 64.4% while the
percentage of incorrect trandlation reached to 35.5%. This indicate that most
of the students apply the literal tranglation of the meaning in trandating these
cultural itemsinto Arabic.

23 |60.5%| 6 | 15.7% 9 23.6%

371 973 | 0 0 1 2.6%

Conclusion :

The study aimed at investigating the difficulties faced by the students of
English language, a English Department, Faculty of Arts, Thamar
University, Yemen. Selecting (38) participants, both male and female
randomly. It was observed that the participants faced various difficulties in
process of tranglation culture-specific items from English into Arabic. It also
observed that some difficulties were related to students unfamiliarity with
cultural expression, failure to get the absolute equivalence in target language
and lack of knowledge of trandlation techniques and tranglation strategies.
Magjority of students find it hard to get the equivalent of the culture-specific
items that were used in the test. The findings also showed that the students
were extremely affected by their cultural, and this realized in their trandlation.
The difference between both cultures, English and Arabic, was the important
factor in making trandlation task hard for trandators in general and students
in particular. Furthermore, the difficulty showed that the reasons behind that
were the absence of cultural consciousness among the students which led to
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inappropriate and incorrect tranglation, and the incompetence of students
mother tongue.

Recommendation

The researcher believes that following recommendation may help in overcoming the
difficulties faced by the students in trand ating culture-specific items;

1-Teaching and introducing all translation difficulties and problemsin details .

2-Paying the attention to the cultura difficulties countered by students in the process
of tranglation.

3-Teaching the students the principles of transation from English to Arabic.

4-Teaching English language in comparison with Arabic language for the students of

English at university level.

5- Giving more attention to English style and Arabic style.

6- Encouraging the students to consult with other people.

7-Helping students to use effective strategies to solve trandation problems that they
may face while trandating in all fields; grammatical, lexical, cultural. Stylistic
and phonological problem
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Lesdifficultéslexicales des étudiants yéménites en francais
Contribution a ’analyse de leurs erreurs dans la production écrite
Dr. Aziz Ali AI-Agra1

Résumé : Les recherches sur les erreurs lexicales commises par des étudiants
du FLE au Y émen restent, & notre connaissance, trés rares par rapport a celles
d'autres domaines de la linguistique réalisées dans ce pays. Le présent travail
a pour objectif Il'identification d’un type d’erreur lexicale commise
régulierement par nos étudiants de quatriéme année de licence a l'université
de Dhamar. Le choix d’un public de ce niveau d’enseignement est justifié par
notre volonté¢ de montrer a quel point I’erreur du choix erroné de lexique est
effectivement difficile a éradiquer.

Nous avons adopté une démarche descriptive et interprétative en analysant
quelques exemples, comme modeles, d’erreurs révélées dans les écrits des
apprenants en francais.

Mots clés : erreur lexicale, semantique, lexique, contexte, production écrite,
dictionnaire, bilingue, monolingue.
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Introduction
Dans le but d’aider a l'amélioration de I'enseignement et/ou de
I'apprentissage du frangais dans notre pays (le Y émen), nous avions chois
d'étudier, dans notre these de doctorat, les dysfonctionnements

! Professeur assistant de sciences du langage, chef du département de francais, faculté de
%&s université de Dhamar, Y émen. alagra2007@yahoo.fr
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morphosyntaxiques en francais chez un groupe d'enseignants et d' etudlants
yéménites. L’objet de la thése était de mettre en évidence les zones du
francais qui sont sources de difficultés pour les étudiants tant sur le plan de la
morphologie que sur celui de la syntaxe, de les classer et de les décrire.
L’¢tude des erreurs s’est appuyée sur deux corpus de travaux écrits effectués,
I’'un par trente étudiants de quatrieme année de licence du département de
frangais de I’université de Dhamar®, I’autre par quinze enseignants de lycée
dipldmés du méme département. Notre objectif de départ était de travailler
sur tous les types d’erreurs les plus récurrentes dans les écrits de nos
informateurs mais au cours de la correction de leurs travaux, nous avons
découvert des centaines de types d’erreurs fréquentes surtout au niveau
morphologique, syntaxique et lexicale. Cela nous a amené a limiter notre
sujet d’étude & classer et analyser seulement les erreurs morphosyntaxiques®,
Pour les erreurs de types lexicales nous avons décidé de leur consacrer des
études particuliéres ultérieurement. Ainsi, comme nous SOMmMes convaincus
gue les problémes linguistiques doivent étre résolus chez nos apprenants
arabophones yéménites dans leur production écrite en francais, nous avons
décidé de poursuivre notre recherche dans ce domaine. De plus, I’importance
de continuer la recherche dans ce méme domaine vise a initier une réflexion,
au sein des départements de francais des universités yeménites, sur les
stratégies et les objectifs de 1’enseignement du frangais en tant que langue
étrangere, dans un milieu plurilingue non francophone. Dans le but d’offrir
des ressources didactiques en matiére d’étude de la langue aux enseignants,
en tentant de mettre en évidence des priorités, nous avons choisi comme objet
de cette étude les difficultés lexicales des étudiants yéménites dans leur
production écrite en francais.
Problématique

La langue francaise est aujourd’hui la deuxiéme langue étrangére
enseignée dans notre pays le Yémen, depuis plus de 25 ans, d’abord dans les
universités et depuis 17 ans dans les écoles secondaires. Notre université de
Dhamar est 1’'une des universités qui enseignent le francais depuis plus de 20
ans. Selon le programme d'enseignement suivi dans notre département,
['année universitaire dure huit mois ; elle est divisee en deux semestres.
Durant ces deux semestres, nos étudiants suivent des cours en francais dans
six matieres différentes chague année. Chacune de ces six matieres comprend
deux cours d'une heure et demie, c-ad trois heures par semaine, soit 48
heures par semestre. Cependant en expression écrite, le volume horaire est
double en deuxiéme année, soit six heures d'enseignement par semaine, 96

’Dhamar est une ville yéménite située a 100 km, au sud de Sana’a (capitale politique du Yémen).
*Lalimite du sujet résulte de plusieurs raisons ; la récurrence et la fréquence des erreurs dans les écrits
de notre public qui se composait lui auss de deux catégories différentes ; étudiants et enseignants. Le
corpus était assez large.



s 7 Sl

heures par semestre. Etant enseignant au département de francais a Dhamar
depuis 16 ans, nous avons remarqué que les étudiants font des erreurs
lexicales dans leur production écrite d’une fagcon récurrente et ce malgré les
efforts de leurs enseignants et la correction permanente de ces erreurs.

Etant donné qu’il est trés important de maitriser les régles d’une langue pour
pouvoir communiquer, il est aussi primordial d’avoir une bonne connaissance
de son lexique. Ainsi, comme la compétence lexicale joue un role essentiel
dans la production des apprenants en langue érangere, nous avons décidé
d’étudier et d’analyser les erreurs lexicales les plus récurrentes de nos
étudiants yémeénites dans leurs productions écrites surtout celles concernant
I’emploi d’une unité lexicale (une lexie) ; un nom, un verbe ou un adjectif
portant un sens incompatible avec e contexte.

L’objectif et ’importance de I’étude
La question de I’erreur lexicale dans le domaine d’apprentissage du frangais
langue étrangére dans un pays non-francophone comme le nétre est, a notre
connaissance, trés peu abordé. Malgré le fait que de tels problemes existent
dans les rédactions d’apprenants et les enseignants y sont sans cesSe
confrontés. De méme, la plupart des enseignants s’intéressent peu a
I’enseignement du lexique dans leur cours et ils travaillent essentiellement la
grammaire, la lecture, 1’écriture. Ainsi, tout en fournissant une analyse des
erreurs lexicales de nos apprenants du FLE et de leurs causes, cette éude
permettra de mieux comprendre les lacunes de nos apprenants dans leur
emploi du vocabulaire et offrira certaines pistes quant a la facon dont le
lexique devrait étre abordé en classe.
L’objectif principal de cette éude est de trouver des réponses aux questions
suivantes :

Quelles sont les erreurs lexicales commises réguliérement par nos
apprenants yémeénites dans leurs productions écrites en francais ?
- Quelles sont les causes de ces erreurs ?
- Est-il possible de trouver des moyens de correction aleurs erreurs ?
Avant d’analyser les erreurs de nos apprenants, il est indispensable de
construire le cadre théorique. Nous abordons d'abord I'étude de quelques
bases théoriques en clarifiant les concepts concernant la compétence lexicale,
le lexique par rapport au vocabulaire et montrer ce qu’est une erreur
lexicade?
Puis, nous proposons une analyse de quelques exemples d’erreurs lexicales
commises régulierement par nos étudiants. Finalement, nous allons présenter
les résultats de ’analyse des erreurs.
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- Qu’est-ce quelalexicologie ?

La lexicologie, selon Policka A., (2014 : 9),«peut ére définie en tant
qu’étude scientifique du lexique. Elle étudie les unités lexicales, les mots et
les syntagmes figés d’une langue. Elle s’intéresse a la fois au signe
linguistique (rapport entre la forme et le sens des mots) et aux relations qui
existent entre le lexique et la syntaxe ».

La lexicologie, un domaine de la linguistique, est «I’¢tude du lexique, du
vocabulaire d’une langue, dans ses relations avec les autres composants de la
langue, phonologique et surtout Syntaxique, et avec les facteurs sociaux,
culturels et psychologiques » (Dubois J. et al., 2002 : 281).

D’aprés ces deux définitions ci-dessus, nous constatons que la lexicologie
¢tudie le lexique, le vocabulaire d’une langue en s’intéressant a la fois aux
relations existantes entre le lexique et/ou le vocabulaire avec les autres
composantes de la langue. La question qui se poseici est la suivante ; quelle
est ladifférence entre le lexique et e vocabulaire ?
Lelexiquevsvocabulaire

Le mot lexique, comme terme linguistique général, désigne 1’ensemble des
unités formant le vocabulaire, la langue d’une communauté, d’une activité
humaine, d’un locuteur, etc. A ce titre, lexique entre dans divers systémes
d’opposition selon la fagon dont est envisagé le concept. La statistique
lexicale oppose lexique et vocabulaire ; le terme de lexique est alors réservé a
la langue, le terme de vocabulaire au discours. (Dubois J. et al., 2002 : 282-
283). Le lexique d’une langue, selon Polguere, A., (2002 : 64), est I’entité
théorique correspondant a 1’ensemble des lexies® de cette langue. Pour la
notion de vocabulaire, Polguére a proposé de distinguer entre la notion du
vocabulaire d’un texte qui est I’ensemble des lexies utilisées dans ce texte
de celle du vocabulaire d’un individu qui est le sous-ensemble du lexique
d’une langue donnée contenant les lexies de cette langue que maitrise
I’individu en question. (id.2002 : 67- 68).

Du point du vue linguistique, un vocabulaire est une liste exhaustive des
occurrences figurant dans un corpus. Toutefois, |'opposition entre lexique et
vocabulaire n’est pas toujours faite : dans des expressions comme
vocabulaire de base, vocabulaire commun, vocabulaire général, vocabulaire
du francais élémentaire, rien n’indique si les mots figurant dans la liste
figurent en tant qu'occurrences relevées dans un corpus, ou en tant qu’unités
delalangue.(Dubois J. et d., 2002 : 507-508).

Anctil, D., (2011 : 31), lui, montre que « Pour désigner 1’ensemble des mots
connus par un individu, nous utiliserons plutét le terme vocabulaire, qui nous
servira aussi a désigner 1’ensemble des mots contenus dans un texte. Le

* La lexie est I’unité fonctionnelle significative du discours, contrairement au lexéme,
unité abstraite appartenant alalangue.
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vocabulaire d’une personne ou d’un texte est donc le sous-ensemble du
lexique que connait cette personne ou que contient ce texte. On pourra donc
dire qu’une personne posseéde un vocabulaire riche, mais pas que son lexique
est étendu.
D’aprés ces quatre définitions ci-dessus exprimant la différence entre le
lexique et le vocabulaire, nous pouvons dire que le lexique est I’ensemble des
lexies d’une langue donnée tandis que le vocabulaire est le sous-ensemble de
son lexique contenant les lexies que maitrise un individu dans cette langue.
Lelexique est donc réservé alalangue et e vocabulaire au discours.
La compétence lexicale
La compétence lexicale est une des composantes importantes de la
compétence linguistique qui est, a son tour, considérée comme une des
composantes essentielles de la compétence de communication. Selon Holec
H.(1994 : 91) la compétence lexicale que 1’apprenant doit acquérir, est la
capacit¢ de comprendre, oralement et/ou a I’écrit, d’utiliser dans ses
productions orales et/ou écrites, de traduire éventuellement, les mots qu’il va
rencontrer ou dont il aura besoin dans les situations de communication
particuliéres ou il aura a assumer des roles discursifs.

La compétence lexicale est définie par le Conseil de I’Europe comme
étant « la connaissance et la capacité d’utiliser le vocabulaire d’une langue »
(Conseil de I’Europe, 2000 : 87). D’apres cette définition, nous pensons que
le fait d’étre capable d’utiliser le vocabulaire d’une langue, sans faire de
fautes, exige d’autres connaissances grammaticales et orthographiques de la
part de ’apprenant d’une langue. Selon Manesse. D., et autres (2007 : 104),
L es connai ssances nécessaires pour écrire sans fautes en francais couvrent en
réalité une large partie de la grammaire. Et I’absence de ces connaissances est
a l’origine de nombreuses erreurs comme [’absence de réflexion ou de
vigilance.

La compétence lexicde ne signifie pas seulement savoir utiliser un
vocabulaire dans une situation de communication donnée mais aussi d’en
comprendre le sens durant la lecture d’un texte écrit ou de la communication
orale. Car le vocabulaire, selon Foulin et Toczek, (2006 : 55-56), est aussi un
facteur majeur de la compréhension. A capacités de décodage égales, les
enfants qui disposent du lexique le plus éendu dans un domaine sont ceux
qui comprennent le mieux les textes abordant ce domaine. La maitrise du
vocabulaire contribue a aléger le colt des traitements. Elle diminue le temps
et D’attention consacrés a la recherche de la signification des mots en
meémoire along terme, ce qui réduit la durée d'interruption de lalecture.

Germain, C.,(1993: 215), pour sa part, affirme qu’ «a la limite, avec une
bonne connaissance du lexique, une personne finit toujours par se débrouiller
en langue seconde». D’aprés ces définitions, nous constatons que la
compétence lexicale de I’apprenant d’une langue comprend sa bonne
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connaissance du lexique et sa capacit¢ d’utiliser ce lexique et aussi d’en
comprendre e sens dans une situation de communication orale ou écrite.
Qu’est-ce qu’une erreur lexicale?

Une erreur lexicale est une erreur linguistique qui ne peut ére expliquée
qu’en faisant référence a une propriété spécifique a un mot ; cette propriété
peut étre, bien shr, d’ordre sémantique— on parle alors d’impropriété —, mais
aussi relever d’aspects plutét morphologiques ou syntaxiques, étre en lien
avec le choix d’un vocabulaire appartenant a un registre de langue approprié
en fonction de la situation de communication, ou concerner la cooccurrence
lexicale, ¢’est-a-dire les combinaisons de mots. (Anctil, D., (2014 : 85).
Mili¢evi¢ et Hamel définissent 1’erreur lexicale comme : « Tout emploi
inapproprié d’une lexie ayant comme cause des connaissances insuffisantes
de ses propriétés semantiques, formelles et/ou de cooccurrence. Un emploi
est jugé inapproprié s’il méne a 1’agrammaticalité, mais aussi s’il résulte en
une maladresse ». Lefrancois et a. (2005: 23) considérent plutét comme des
erreurs lexicales « celles relatives au sens des mots, au choix de I’auxiliaire
dans les temps composes, aux collocations fautives et aux prépositions régies
par des mots». Luste-Chad, O. définit D’erreur lexicale comme la
manifestation d’un défaut de maitrise langagicre, identifiée par le biais d’une
unité, simple ou complexe, matérialisée dans le texte ou méme absente de sa
surface, qui S’apparente au stock lexical de la langue.

Granger, S. et Monfort, G., (1994 : 3), pour leur part, ont classé « comme
lexicales toutes les erreurs qui sont imputables a une mauvaise connai ssance
des propriétés inhérentes au mot, que cellesci soient d’ordre logico-
sémantique (le sens dénotatif), stylistique (le registre), collocationnel (la
combinatoire lexicale) ou lexico-grammaticale (les propriétés morpho-
syntaxique du mot ».

La définition et la classification des erreurs lexicales a connu un flou
méthodol ogique chez la plupart des linguistes et chercheurs dans le domaine
d’analyse de ces erreurs. Ce flou pourrait étre di a I’absence de 1’opposition
entre ce qui est une erreur grammaticale (syntaxique), ou morphologique et
lexicale ou lexico-sémantique. . .etC.

Granger S,, et Monfort G., (1994 : 4) montrent que ce flou méthodologique
ne concerne pas seulement 1’opposition grammaire/lexique mais la
comparabilité des résultats est également rendue difficile par la diversité de
classement des erreurs lexicaes ellesmémes. Ces auteurs ont propose
guelques exemples pour démontrer cette hétérogénéité en distinguant
généralement trois principes de classement qui résument les classifications
gui sont déja réalisées par les linguistes :

(1) une description linguistique des erreurs ;

(2) une analyse des sources d’erreurs ;

(3) un amalgame des deux.
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Ainsi, comme nous avons signalé ci-dessus dans 1’introduction, nous avons
adopté une classification assez pertinente des erreurs de nos apprenants dans
leurs productions écrites en frangais. Nous avons étudié et analyseé dans notre
¢tude précédente, notre theése de doctorat, deux catégories d’erreurs ;
syntaxique et morphologique. Cette étude va aborder les erreurs lexicales ou
plutdt les erreurs lexico-sémantiques concernant le choix d’une unité lexicale
(une lexie) dans un texte avec une connotation incompatible avec le contexte.
Ainsi avant d’analyser les erreurs de nos apprenants, il nous parait nécessaire
de présenter briévement notre corpus écrit et notre public.
Lecorpus
Pour mener a bien notre étude ; Nnous NOUS SOMMES appuyes sur un corpus de
travaux écrits effectués par 30 éudiants de 4°™ année de licence. Les
activités ont été pratiquées durant |'année universitaire 2010/2011 et se sont
étal ées sur trois périodes différentes de I'année ; fin du 1% semestre, début du
2™ semestre et fin du 2'°™ semestre. |l sagit de trois productions écrites
parmi celles que nos étudiants ont dé§ja pratiquées en classe durant leur
formation universitaire de la deuxiéme a la quatrieme année ; Ces activités
sont proposées aux étudiants sans évaluation. les thémes que nous avons
choisis sont des themes faciles dont les informateurs ont une grande
connaissance culturelle et sociale, il s’agit des thémes qui touchent leurs
études, leur pays et leurs vies quotidiennes. Toutes les questions sont
formulées d’une maniére simple et claire. Les trois activités écrites ont été
réalisé par les éudiants en classe durant les cours en temps limité. L’objectif
n'était pas de compliquer les taches mais bien d'évaluer le niveau de chague
étudiant ains que sa capacité en production écrite, de découvrir les erreurs
commises et |es difficultés éprouvées dans I'activité d'expression écrite.
Public

Notre public comprend 30 éudiants de quatrieme année de licence de
francais de I'année universitaire 2010/2011, al'Université de Dhamar, &gés de
20 a 29 ans (majorité de filles 56.7%). Ces étudiants parlent des dialectes
différents comme langues maternelles, langues parlées en famille. Scolarisés
dés I'age de six ans ils pratiquent la langue arabe, langue officielle d'origine
semitique en plus de leur langue maternelle. Aprés six ans de primaire, ils
fréguentent le collége ou ils étudient leur premiére langue étrangére |'anglais
durant six ans. Le Département de francais a ’'universit¢ de Dhamar a été
créé en 1997 ; les éudiants y pratiquent le francais en vue dune
spécialisation en langue francaise. Ces apprenants ont dga passe quatre
années d'apprentissage en langue frangaise. 1ls ont un niveau intermédiaire en
francais, nous observons que nos étudiants ont un niveau qui leur permet
géné&ralement de passer avec succes les épreuves de niveau B2 du DELF
(diplome d’études en langue francaise).
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Lerepéragedeserreurs

Aprés avoir collecté tous les textes écrits par nos éudiants, nous avons
commenceé arelever dans chaque rédaction les erreurs lexicales. Chague texte
était lu en entier une premicre fois avant I’identification des erreurs, dans le
but de bien comprendre le sens général du texte pour étre en mesure de
relever efficacement les erreurs de sens ou de nature lexico-sémantiques.

Une deuxiéme lecture de chaque texte est consacrée a souligner toutes les
erreurs de sens commises par les apprenants dans l’ensemble de leurs
rédactions écrites. Nous avons finalement saisi le nombre d’erreurs que
chacun a commis dans chague texte comme le montre le tableau ci-apres.

Tableau statistique de la fréquence des erreurs de choix erroné de lexique
COMMISeS par Nos apprenants

Types d’erreurs Numéro Récurrence d’erreurs Totalité

d'informateur | lexicalescommisesdans d’erreurs

les activités écrites commises

Texte | Texte | Texte dansles

1 2 3 troistextes

Emploi deslexies; | Etudiant n°1 4 6 12 22
unnom, unverbe | Etudiant n®2 6 7 11 24
ou un adjectif Etudiant n° 3 3 9 4 16
_portantunsens  "Eydjant n° 4 2 6 5 13
incompatible avec Etudiant n° 5 4 1 10 15
le contexte, Etudiantn°6 | 4 1 7 12
Etudiant n° 7 5 4 13 22
Etudiant n° 8 4 12 6 22
Etudiant n° 9 5 3 1 9
Etudiant n° 10 2 6 2 10
Etudiant n° 11 5 3 5 13
Etudiantn°12 | 10 3 4 17
Etudiant n° 13 2 3 2 7
Etudiant n° 14 3 9 1 13
Etudiant n° 15 5 4 5 14
Etudiant n°16 | 12 6 4 22
Etudiant n° 17 6 - 14 20
Etudiant n° 18 7 10 a4 21
Etudiant n° 19 8 3 9 20
Etudiant n° 20 4 3 - 7
Etudiant n° 21 6 8 3 17
Etudiant n°22 | 16 5 1 22
Etudiant n° 23 7 3 3 13
Etudiant n° 24 9 4 1 14
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Etudiant n°® 25 2 6 4 12
Etudiantn°26 | 10 10 5 25
Etudiant n° 27 8 7 2 17
Etudiant n° 28 8 11 10 29
Etudiant n° 29 6 16 7 29
Etudiant n° 30 3 6 9 18

Analyse dequelqueserreurs

D’aprés notre repérage des erreurs de nos apprenants, nous avons constaté
que la plupart de ces erreurs concernent I’emploi des lexies telle que le nom,
le verbe et 1’adjectif ayant des sens incompatibles avec les contextes des
sujets de leurs rédactions. Ainsi, comme ce type d’erreur est récurrente chez
tous les apprenants, nous alons analyser ci-dessous quelques exemples,
comme modeles, d’erreurs commises par nos étudiants afin d’en découvrir
les causes.

1- ...]a conservation surtout en anglais [— ...la mémorisation surtout en
anglais].

2- ...reserveles mots. [—...mémoriser |les mots].

Dans les exemples let 2 ci-dessus, les apprenants ont utilisé les lexies;
conservation et réserver pour indiquer le sens des mots mémorisation et
mémoriser. Nous pensons que ces erreurs ont pour origines les raisons
suivantes :

a l’interférence avec la langue arabe (L1) et le plus souvent de la langue
maternelle (le dialecte dhamarien) car, dans ces dernieres, on n’utilise qu’un
seul nom Hifd pour désigner le sens des mots francais mémorisation ou
conservation, garde, maintien, préservation, protection, sauvegarde etc. de
méme le verbe Hafada en arabe pour désigner le sens de plusieurs verbes en
francais tels que; mémoriser, conserver, garder, réserver, sauvegarder,
maintenir etc. mais ce qui nous aide a distinguer la différence de sens est le
complément d’objet du verbe Hafada ou le complément du nom dans le cas
du nom Hifd.

On dit, par exemple, en langue arabe ;

- Hafidaal dars = il a mémorisé la legcon

- Hafida altamatim= il a conservé les tomates

- Hifd almelumat = mémorisation des renseignements ou sauvegarde des
informations.

- Hifd alsalam = maintien de la paix.

Et quelquefois on gjoute des particules (lettres) au mot soit au début (préfixe)
ou avant la fin pour indiquer un autre sens comme par exemples Hifad ou
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muHafada suivis d’une préposition ela (sur) = protection, conservation ou

garde etc.

Nous pouvons dire que le verbe Hafada et |e nom Hifd en arabe ont des sens
généraux.

b- I’ignorance de I’apprenant des différences sens de ces lexies et leur
équivalences en francais.

c- le manque de vocabulaire francais chez D’apprenant, celui-Ci par
interférence avec sa L1 ou avec sa LM et par généraisation du sens, il a
employé des lexies ayant des connotations inappropriées avec le contexte de
larédaction.

3- ...beaucoup de difficultés comme il n'y a pas des levres des réviseur
frangais [—...beaucoup de difficultés parmi lesquelles le manque de livres et
de références en francais].

4-beut-étre elle (la jeune mariée) meurt pendant la naissance...[ —Peut-étre
qgue le mariage précoce cause la mort de la jeune mariée pendant
I'accouchement...].

5- ...selon des calculations le 2004 [—...selon |e recensement de 2004].

Dans les exemples 3, 4 et 5 le choix des vocabulaires ; réviseur, naissance et
calculations au lieu de références, accouchement et recensement, signifie
qu’il s’agit de problémes de sélection lexicale liés a une connaissance
imparfaite des équivalents de lexie arabe en langue francaise. Pour cela
I’apprenant a cherché dans un dictionnaire bilingue I’équivalent de ces mots
en francais et il a probablement trouvé que ces mots ont un sens et/ou une
orthographe proche en arabe comme dans le cas des exemples 3 et 4. Donc,
apres les avoir trouvés et sans vérifier s’ils ont d’autres équivalents et sans
vé&ifier dans un dictionnaire monolingue la signification des mots si leur sens
s’approprie avec le contexte ou non, il les a utilisés dans une situation
inappropriée. Pour ’exemple N° 5, Nous remarquons une invention d'une
nouvelle unité lexicale qui n'existe pas. Ni le sens, ni laforme sont employés
dans lalangue francgaise. Il nous parait évident que 1’apprenant ne connait pas
le mot recensement et il a probablement trouvé le verbe calculer dans son
dictionnaire bilingue donc, il a inventé, sans vérifier 1’orthographe ni
consulter le dictionnaire monolingue, le mot calculations tout en croyant que
son sens est compatible avec le contexte.

6- Le Yémen : il existe de paninisule d'arabe [—Le Yémen : il est situé au
sud de la péninsule arabe].

7- ...on regardez les filles sont satisfaites du mariage [—on constate que
certaines filles sont satisfaites du mariage précoce].
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8- ... donc je pose des solutions pour étre le frangais trés facile. [—> donc
je propose des solutions pour rendre le francais tres facile].

L’emploi erroné des verbes exister, regarder, poser et étre dans les exemples
N°6,7et8 estdua;

- la traduction littérale de la langue maternelle de 1’apprenant (arabe
dhamarien) ou de lalangue arabe (L 1) versle francais.

- laméconnaissance des équivalents en langue francaise.

D’aprés Al-Agra (2007 : 73), Nous constatons que les étudiants, par
référence a leur langue source (L1), ont construit des phrases incorrectes en
francais du fait du choix inapproprié du lexique. Les quatre erreurs supra sont
probablement entrainées par I'utilisation des dictionnaires bilingues, qui ne
contiennent ni exemples d'utilisation, ni synonymes de mots pouvant aider
I'étudiant & percevoir les nuances de sens des mots et, partant, les utiliser
d'une maniére juste selon le contexte.

9- ils nous donnent une grande méthode durant une petitte période. [—ils
nous donnent une grande méthode sur une courte période].

10- ...mais les faces terrienne I'Arabigue-Saudit et Saltanat oman[—...mais
les Frontiéres terrestres sont avec I'Arabie saoudite et Sultanat d'Oman].

11- les danger eux de ce mariage [—les dangers de ce mariage].

Le choix erroné du lexiquea pour origine, selon Al-Agra (id: 85), «la
pauvreté du vocabulaire qui vient de la négligence de l'apprenant. [... ], celui-
ci, se limite aux mots qu'il connait et quand il arrive a une situation ou il
mangue le vocabulaire exact, il cherche un autre mot de sens proche, soit
adjectif soit adverbe etc.». De méme, les unités lexicales de sens proche
peuvent étre a l’origine du choix erroné de lexique car elle partagent
guelques composantes de sens, et peuvent appartenir a un méme champ
semantique, mais ne sont jamais substituables en contexte. (Khelef H. et
Khennour S., 2017 : 95).

Nous constatons, a travers le choix erroné des trois lexies ; petitte, terrienne
et dangereux, dans les exemples 9, 10 et 11 que les étudiants cherchent dans
leurs dictionnaires bilingues de type "arabe / francais' des équivaents de
guelques mots quiils utilisent dans leur L1 ou dans leur LM en les écrivant en
francais tout en croyant que ces mots ont les mémes sens et les mémes
fonctions.

12- les montagne |égume[—les montagnes verdoyantes).
13- il y aquellque services mais tres manque [—il y aquelques services
maisils sont tres rares).
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L’emploi erroné des deux mots |égume et manque, dans les deux exemples
précédents, sont des problémes de sélection lexicale liés & une connaissance
imparfaite des deux mots en question. Cela veut dire que les apprenants
connaissent peut-étre la signification des termes, mais les utilisent dans un
contexte inapproprié.

Nous pouvons dire aussi que les apprenants ont probablement appris ou
traduit ces mots et les ont mémorisés comme des termes isolés du contexte.
Nous constatons, de méme, que les apprenants confondent peut-étre la forme
orthographique et la forme phonique de certains mots dans leur langue arabe
(L1) surtout pendant la consultation des dictionnaires bilingues
arabe/francais. Cette confusion en langue arabe et la connaissance imparfaite
en francais pourraient ére une des causes du choix erroné de certains mots
pendant la rédaction en francais. Prenons par exemple le mot réviseur
(murajie =gal,%) utilis€é par 1’étudiant au sanglier dont la forme
orthographique en arabe se ressemble beaucoup avec celle du mot références
au pluriel = (marajie =g¢=)_<). Le choix erroné du mot |égume au lieu du mot
verdoyantes a probablement pour origine la confuson des formes
orthographiques en arabe.

14- 1l est coopération[—1Il est coopératif.]
15- lesmatieres le plus de difficultés...[— les matiéres les plus difficiles...]

Dans le cas des exemples 14 et 15, les erreurs d’emploi du nom coopération
au lieu de I’adjectif coopératif et I’emploi du nom difficultés au lieu de
I’adjectif difficiles sont peut-étre dues a une des trois causes suivantes ;

- lamauvai se dérivation morphologique,

- le manque de vocabulaire,

- laméconnaissance de |a fonction grammatical e de ces mots dans la phrase.

Apres avoir analysé quelques exemples d’erreurs de choix de lexique
commises par nos étudiants nous proposons ci-dessous quel ques conseils aux
enseignants du francais.

Quelques conseils aux enseignants

Pour aider les apprenants a enrichir leur connaissance lexicale et aréduire la
frégquence des erreurs lexicales dans leurs productions écrites en langue
frangaise, nous conseillons aux enseignants :

- d’inciter les apprenants a I’emploi systématique du dictionnaire
monolingue frangais/frangais. Mais avant de I'utiliser, il est nécessaire
de leur apprendre comment chercher dans un dictionnaire ? Et
comment lire les informations du dictionnaire ?

- de renforcer la pratiqgue de la lecture en classe de langue ou a
I'extérieur : les enseignants pourraient encourager leurs apprenants a
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la lecture d’une fagon continue surtout les enselgnants de la
compréhension écrite.

- devarier les types de textes et les thémes abordés car la variété sert a
aider les apprenants a découvrir et connaitre de nouveaux mots a
chaque fois qu’ils pratiquent la lecture. Ces nouveaux mots aident
I’é¢tudiant a mieux comprendre ce qu’il lit et a augmenter
progressivement sa connaissance lexicale. L’apprenant pour sa part
sera content car il « sollicite sans cesse de nouveaux outils lexicaux
pour pouvoir exprimer ce qu'’il souhaite dire ou écrire » (Tagliante,
C, 1994 : 40).

- de renforcer la pratique de I’écriture en demandant aux apprenants
d’écrire des paragraphe ou de courts textes en classe selon leur niveau
de formation a fin d’exploiter leur connaissance lexicale et les inciter
achercher des mots nouveaux et lesintégrer dans leurs rédactions.

- de sensibiliser les apprenants a 1’autocorrection et a la révision de leur
rédaction avant de les corriger.

- decorriger a chaque fois les copies des étudiants en leur montrant les
erreurs commises tout en leur expliquant, si possible, les causes de
Ces erreurs car, pour I’apprenant, « la prise de conscience de [’erreur
commise, [’explication et la compréhension de sa nature favorisent la
progression dans [’apprentissage, en enrichissant par ailleurs les
réseaux semantiques de son lexique mental» Caroline Masseron et
Olha Luste-Chaa, (2008 : 521).

- de montrer aux apprenants qu’en cas de besoin d’un vocabulaire
inconnu en frangais, ils peuvent le chercher dans un dictionnaire
bilingue mais avant de l’utiliser dans leur rédaction, ils doivent
vérifier la signification de ce vocabulaire par la consultation d’un
dictionnaire monolingue. Cela va aider I’apprenant a découvrir Si ce
mot est pertinent pour le contexte de sa rédaction ou non.

En guise de conclusion, nous pouvons dire que 1’étudiant qui apprend
une langue érangére fait normalement des erreurs dans sa rédaction orale et
écrite. C’est aussi normal que ces erreurs diminuent et/ou se disparaissent
avec la progression de I’apprentissage et la correction par les enseignants.
Mais ce qui pose probleme est la récurrence de ces erreurs chez les
apprenants malgre la longue période de formation. La récurrence des erreurs
de choix de lexique dans les écrits de nos étudiants yéménites de quatrieme
année de licence en francais était 1’objet de cet article. Son objectif était de
découvrir les causes des erreurs lexicales commises réguliérement par nos
apprenants et d’essayer de trouver des moyens pour les traiter ou au mois de
les réduire.
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L’analyse de quelques exemples d’erreurs de nos étudiants nous a
permis de constater que la plupart des erreurs de choix de lexique ont pour
origine les raisons suivantes :

- I’interférence avec lalangue arabe (L1) ou avec lalangue maternelle (LM),

- la pauvreté du vocabulaire frangais chez I’apprenant,

- la connaissance imparfaite des équivalents de lexie arabe en langue
francaise,

- l'utilisation fréquente des dictionnaires bilingues arabe/francais, qui ne
contiennent ni exemples d'utilisation, ni synonymes de mots,

- lanon-consultation du dictionnaire monolingue (frangais/frangais).

Ces causes hous ont mené a proposer quelques conseils aux professeurs de
frangais dans le but d’aider dans la remédiation et/ou a la diminution des
erreurs de nos apprenants.
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From Periphery to Center: Challenging Stereotypes and
Deconstructing Binaries in Andrea Levy’s Small |sland
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Abstract

This research paper intends to critically examine counter-discursive strategies in
contemporary postcolonial novel with specia focus on the British colonia stereotypes about
the colonized Other in general and the West Indies in particular as represented in Andrea
Levy’s masterpiece, Small Island. The study illustrates how Levy succeeds in challenging
the Western Canon by questioning stereotypes, reversing European imperidist fixed binaries
and deconstructing the Eurocentric myths of superiority, authority and civility. The study
follows a descriptive and analytical method based on the critical analysis of Levy’s Small
Idand within the theoretical framework of postcolonialism. It throws some light on such
issues as identity crisis, discrimination, and racial prejudice, in order to expose the negative
impact of colonia attitudes on the relationship between the West and the Rest. It further
illustrates how these attitudes result in misunderstanding among different cultures,
obstructing possihilities of dialogue and aggravating crisis in human relationships within the
globalized world today. On the other hand, the study shows how Levy, as a postcolonial
writer, reconstructs the world by rewriting canonical stories and ‘writing back’ to the Centre
of the Empire to create a canonical counter-discourse, as a response to the classics of English
literature. By challenging stereotypes about the non-Western Other and destabilizing the
Eurocentric assumption of authority, Levy intends to project reconciliation and dialogue as
the only alternatives for a peaceful co-existence with the Other in a multicultural world.

Key terms. colonidism, postcolonialism, stereotypes, challenging stereotypes,
Eurocentricism, Other/othering, deconstructing colonial discourse, binary opposition.

1. Introduction

The historica phenomenon of colonization has been widely spread
around the world and across time. It can be traced back to the periods of the
ancient Greeks, the Romans, the Moors, and the Ottomans. The era from the
15™ century to the mid-20" century marked the European colonial period in

* Asst. Professor of Contemporary Critical Theory, English Dept., Faculty of Languages, Sana’a
University
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which several European powers such as Britain and France establlshed
colonies in Asia, Africa, and the Americas, ending with the national
liberation movements of the 1960s. Since colonia times, Europeans have
perceived most of the world as open to conquest, control, domination and
subsequently exploitation. The colonized nations have been perceived as
weak, vicious, savage and in need to be ‘civilized’. Hence, the colonizers
justified colonialism with unreasonable claims for appropriating and
civilizing missions. They went further in promoting their sense of superiority
and hegemony by developing al kinds of stereotypes about different
colonized groups, describing them as dangerous, untrustworthy, having no
history and culture. Colonia discourse, as a transmitter of colonia ideology,
plays a great role in allowing stereotypes to be taken as facts as they are
continually perpetuated throughout history.

Post-colonial literature has been a hot commodity for many scholars.®
It refers to the body of writing that is, in some way, affected by colonialism,
either written during the European colonial period, or in the aftermaths of it,
and which somehow portrays the experiences of coloniaism or post-
colonialism (Ashcroft et a., The Empire 2). Of all the worthwhile research
done on postcolonia literature, it is the novel and its studies that have had the
greatest influence on the field. Although many scholars have studied
postcolonial novel from different perspectives, the studies related to the role
of the postcolonia novel in chalenging stereotypes, specifically with
reference to the novel under study, are rare. In other words, political,
economic, and cultural domination under colonialism has repeatedly been
studied by many scholars and theorists al around the world during the last
Century. However, the psychological effects of colonialism and stereotypes
have received less attention even though they really have shaped most of the
peopl€e's perception in the present time. Racia, ethnic, or cultural stereotypes
about Indians, Africans, Arabs, Muslims, Blacks, Jewish etc., have been
invented a long time ago but still existing and circulating today all around the
world.

Post-colonial novel has become a veritable weapon used to chalenge
the hegemonic boundaries and the determinants that create unequal power
relations, based on binary oppositions such as ‘Us’ vs. ‘them’, ‘First-world’
vs. ‘third-world’, ‘white’ vs. ‘black’, ‘colonizer’ vs. ‘colonized’, etc. In
chalenging the way colonia discourse has represented colonial subjects,
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post-colonial writers and theorists seek to reshape perceptions and th| nk| ng
about formerly colonized people and countries.

It is worth noting that about three quarters of the people living in the
world today have had their lives shaped by the experience of colonialism
(Ashcroft et a., The Empire 1). Thus, this study is very significant because it
illustrates how colonialism has affected people's perception of themselves
and the other. It exposes the reality of colonial stereotypes and explains how
such stereotypes helped Europe to maintain its control over the natives of the
colonized countries not just politically or economically, but also culturally.

This study is theoretically informed by several related literatures that
form a compelling interdisciplinary intersection: colonialism, stereotypes,
postcolonial theory, chalenging stereotypes, deconstructing the colonial
discourse, and binary opposition. The study follows an analytical method
based on the critical analysis of Levy’s Small Island within the theoretical
framework of colonialism, Eurocentrism, orientalism, otherness/othering,
deconstruction, cultural studies and other interdisciplinary fields. Since the
study is entirely literature-based, the methods of data collection which have
been used include observation, archival research, traditiona library research,
and online research.

2. Historical Background

Jamaica is the third largest island of the Greater Antilles’. The
colonia history of Jamaica started when Christopher Columbus learned of
Jamaica from the indigenous people on the island of Cuba during his second
voyage to the Americas in the 15" Century (Gardner 2). Accordingly,
Jamaica was colonized first by the Spanish Empire, and then was captured by
the English as one of the English colonies in 1655. During the 17" and 18"
centuries, dave trade grew with the establishment of the plantation system
especially when Jamaica became a British colony (Gardner 152). The
economy of Jamaica started to decline in the last quarter of the 18" century,
especially after the abolition of davery. Due to the economy's long lasting
fall, many West Indians were forced to migrate outside the country®.
However, the Jamaican immigrants just as many other immigrants, who
settled in Britain after World War 11, were not welcomed to interact with the
white society of Britain. Discrimination and prejudice against them were
widespread. These immigrants suffered bad housing and employment due to
their skin color and descent. Britain’s white population disapproved them and
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considered them as heathens (Lange 12). Thus, the Jamaican mlgrants were
met with disappointment when arriving Britain. Negative atmosphere of
resentment and hostility was all they received from their ‘Mother Country’.
In fact, the ideology of white supremacy was the only thing left after the
decline of Britain as a great power in the aftermath of World War 1.
Although many migrants were educated in their homeland to consider
England as their ‘Mother country’, from the first moment of their arrival,
they got disillusioned and realized the difference between reality and what
they had been taught. They were viewed to be inferiors and looked down
upon as servants or slaves. Furthermore, white Britons were afraid to
communicate with Jamaican immigrants and treated them based on the
stereotypes that had been adopted due to colonial ideology.

3. AndreaLevy: Hybrid and Diaspora | dentity

Andrea Levy is a British novelist born in London on 17 March 1956
to Jamaican parents. She is of originally Afro-Jamaican descent who has a
Jewish paterna grandfather and a Scottish maternal grest-grandfather. Her
father sailed from Jamaica to Britain in 1948 on the Empire Windrush®. Her
mother joined her father in his one room in west London six months after the
Windrush had docked. Levy's parents were shocked when they found that
they were foreigners in their ‘Mother Country,” England. Like many other
migrants at that time, they suffered bad housing and were treated with
hostility when looking for somewhere to live because of their skin color. This
experience has given Levy a complex perspective on the country of her birth.

Levy's fiction focuses mainly on the experience of Jamaican
immigrants. It involves topics related to Jamaican diaspora people in England
and their everyday experience of being Black and British. She uses her
writing to illustrate the ways Black British negotiate racial, cultural, and
nationa identities. As she puts it herself, "Black British identity is what
interests me. I write about what I understand. What 1 know” (“This is my
England”).

Levy has written five novels. Every Light in the House Burnin’
(1994), Never Far from Nowhere (1996), Fruit of the Lemon (1999), Small
Island (2004), and The Long Song (2010). The first and second novels are
about Jamaican children who grew up in London which may reflect her own
experience. Every Light in the House Burnin' is about a young black
Jamaican girl, Angela Jacob, who was born and brought up on a council
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estate in London. Never Far from Nowhere revolves around two very
different Jamaican sisters, Olive and Vivien, who were born and brought up
in London in the 1960s and '70s. Both novels are narrated from the
perspective of the main characters, Angela, Olive and Vivien, to describe
their difficultiesliving in England as black British.

After the publication of her second novel in 1996, Levy visited
Jamaica for the first time. That visit paved the way for her third novel Fruit
of the Lemon (1999) in which she dramatizes her family's experience. She
"explores the notion of home, and how it differs for the formerly colonized
and their descendants” (Iweala). Levy's fourth novel Small Island, which has
won five prizes’, was addressed as a masterpiece of the contemporary
Caribbean experience in Britain by the time it appeared in 2004 (Murdoch
141). It portrays the post war era on two ‘small islands’ Jamaica and the UK.
It is a novel which combines different perspectives into a comprehensive
narrative. It is the story of cultural clashes and the formation of British
society and identity. In general, Small Island depicts the varied experiences
of colonized people and “provides an insight into the initial post-war contact
between Jamaican migrants, descendants of enslaved Africans, and the white
'Mother Country'.”’

4. Levy’s Small Island: a Postcolonial Reading
4.1 Categorizing the Other: Stereotypesin Small | sland

Small Island is a historical, political, and autobiographical novel.
Levy had spent four years and a half writing this novel with excessive
searching through archives, at the RAF and Imperial War Museums (Levy,
“This is my England”). As a postcolonial novel, Small Island handles the
weighty themes of Empire, exposes the legacies of colonialism and uncovers
the illusion of Eurocentrism. In Small Island, Levy provides a historically
accurate depiction of the experience of the Windrush generation, her parents
generation, who left their homeland in the years immediately following the
World War Il (Greer). She further aludes to the difficulties that have
encountered the Jamaican servicemen who left Jamaica to serve in the RAF
and highlights their significant role during World War 1I. Levy aso shows
how political conflicts contribute to the making of Britain’s present-day
multicultural society and asserts the necessity of treating people equally
regardless of their race or color.
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In fact, colonialism along with colonial discourse has construed
colonized nations as racially, culturally and intellectually inferior Others. As
a result, Jamaican immigrants were treated badly when arriving to Britain.
They were considered by many white people as inferiors who practiced head
hunting, cannibalism, infanticide, polygamy and ‘black magic’. They were
seen as "backward, uncivilised and inherently inferior to Europeans, eating
strange foods and carrying unpleasant diseases. The common belief was that
most black settlers were ignorant, illiterate and lacked proper education”
(Lange 12). Harry Goulbourne explainsin his book Race Relationsin Britain
Snce 1945 how Britain has become a multicultural society and asserts the
role of colonialism in shaping and developing Britain's attitudes towards
racia discrimination:

This context or background can be explicated by reference to two

interrelated but independent historical developments which have been

important aspects of British race relations for well over three
centuries: the experiences of colonialism, and those experiences of

people and institutions in the imperial centre. (30)

He further explains:

The principle and practice of 'divide and rule which served the

administrators of empire, held true not only in the colonies, but also at

home in the metropolis, at least in one important sense: citizens came
to believe that their state was engaged in civilisng missions to
barbaric and savage peoples in far off places, and that as part of the

great white race they were superior to others. (41)

Small Island is set in 1948 and before in different geographic
locations, i.e. Jamaica, England, USA, and India. The book is divided into
past and present times and oscillating between the two. It presents a counter-
history of the period before and after World War I1. Small Island primarily
tells the story of a Jamaican couple who left their homeland in 1948 in order
to start anew lifein England. Their story is intertwined with a white landlady
with whom they live in London and whose husband has left to fight in World
War I1.

Small Island also aludes to the condition of the society of Britain
after World War I1. It represents the immigration of so many colonized
people, ‘colored nations, who settled there and have become part of the
multicultural society of the UK in the present time. It describes how
colonized nations were perceived not according to their own behaviors but
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according to the colonial stereotypes which were attrlbuted to them
throughout history. According to lweala, it questions "the gaps in the
understanding of racial issues that exist between so many groups of people —
friends with different racial and cultural frames of reference, siblings, even
parents and their children” (Iweala). Thus, Levy uses her main characters,
Hortense, Gilbert, Queenie, and Bernard to emphasize the role of colonialism
in establishing stereotypes that affect one's perception and lead to
generaization, discrimination and prejudice. Although Gilbert and Hortense
returned to England as civilians, they were treated very differently. In a series
of misfortunes, they were judged by the white British on the basis of
stereotypes. Accordingly, they suffered discrimination and preudice in
employment, housing and everyday practices as many West Indians, Asians
or colonized non-western people in general.

4.2 Stereotyping asthe Mother of Preconception and Preudice

Colonial/ imperial discourse plays a great role in forming and
perpetuating racial, cultural or ethnic stereotypes to assert European
superiority. Told from the perspective of European colonizers, colonial
discourse usually constructs colonized people as the Other non-European,
whereas colonizers are usually presented as generous, civilized, and
benevolent. According to Sam Vaknin, stereotypes "form the core of racism"
(99). He further explains that stereotypes:

split the world into the irredeemably bad — “the other”, blacks, Jews,

Hispanics, women, gay — and the flawlessly good, “we”, the

purveyors of the stereotype. While expressly unredistic, the

stereotype teaches “what not to be” and “how not to behave.” A by-

product of this primitive rendition is segregation. (102)

Furthermore, such stereotypes have resulted from the colonizers
effort to maximize their self-esteem and ease their consciences in order to
justify their bad actions towards the natives. As Aimé Césaire in Discourse
on Colonialism points out “the colonizer, who in order to ease his conscience,
gets into the habit of seeing the other man as an animal, accustoms himself to
treating him like an animal” (41). According to the psychologist, Robert
Feldman, people want to feel good about themselves and superior to others
and therefore they stereotype. He further explains,

In an effort to maximize our sense of self-esteem, we may come to

think that our own group (our ingroup) is better than groups to which

we don’t belong (our outgroups). Consequently, we inflate the
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positive aspects of our ingroup—and, at the same time, devalue

outgroups. Ultimately, we come to view members of outgroups as

inferior to members of our ingroup (Tajfel & Turner, 2004). The end

result is prejudice toward members of groups of which we are not a

part. (542)

This is obvious in Small Island when Queenie is questioned by her
neighbors and her reputation is put under threat as she agrees to lodge West
Indians or 'colored people' in her house: “People were wondering if I was
quite as respectable as they once thought.” (S 98) In other words, the British
white society considers a woman living alone in a house with the ‘colored’ to
be unrespectable. The neighbors always warn Queenie, as she put it herself:

How can you think of being a woman aone in a house with

coloureds? Blanche said. ... they had different ways from us and

knew nothing of manners. They washed in oil and smelt foul of it. ...

Morris blushed scarlet telling me of their animal desires. 'And that's

both the men and the women, Mrs Bligh'. | was to watch out, keep my

door locked." You'll never understand, let alone believe, a word that

any of those worthless people say to you,' he cautioned. (3 97)
Similarly, when Bernard came back to London, he questioned Queenie with
anger wondering why she brought black peopleto live in his house: “did they
have to be coloured? Couldn’t you have got decent lodgers for the house?
Respectable people?” (S 360) Mr. Todd, Queenie's next-door neighbor, also
keeps blaming her of ruining the country by letting darkies or ‘colored' live in
her house. His concern was that “they would turn the area into a jungle” (9
95). This typical attitude of the whites here is not different from their
perception of the African natives, for example, in Salih’s Season of
Migration to the North in which Maxwell Foster-Keen failsto hide his dislike
of Sa’eed: “You, Mr. Sa’eed, are the best example of the fact that our
civilizing mission in Africais of no avail. After all the efforts we’ve made to
educate you, it’s as if you’d come out of the jungle for the first time” (93-94).

The racia segregation is not only limited to housing but also very
rampant in work place. Black men are not allowed to work along with white
women, as they have been perceived to be more likely to commit violent
crimes and have low mora standards (S 258). Gilbert explains how a girl at
the office looks at him with horror; he swore that “her hair was standing
straight as stiff fingers” (S 259). This may also explain the attitude of Mrs.
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Smith when Gilbert raised his hat to her one morning while she was tal klng
to Queenie:

She rushed into her house like he’d just expose himself. Out came

Morris who stood on the doorstep to protect his honour. And Gilbert

had only said hello. After that she never spoke to me again. (S 98)
Racia discrimination culminates to the extent that when walking on the
street, a black person has to step off the pavement into the road, if an English
person wishes to pass and there is not sufficient room on the pavement for
them both (3 277). Still more, the conversation between the American CO
and his Sergeant about Gilbert shows how stereotypes and racial prejudice
are horribly sustained in the consciousness of the Western Whites: ““He is
coloured, Sir’. ‘He's what?” ‘He's coloured.” Ah, shit. Coloured you say.’
‘Black, sir.” ... ‘How coloured is he?” ‘Enough, Sir.” ... ‘These niggers are
more trouble than they are worth’” (125-126). At last, the CO angrily
instructs the sergeant to, "Tell him to wait or get him something to eat. They
always want something to eat" (126).

In fact, colonization or colonialism has resulted in the wide spread of
stereotypes as a means to serve their imperial whims. They stereotype the
natives as primitive, uncivilized, unreliable, stupid, dirty, weak, inhuman or
lazy as a strategy to assert their claim for superiority to rule and control the
world (Tyson 419). In this regard, Dilip Hiro asserts that the colonizers
invent stereotypes of colonized people in order to justify colonialism:

Ironically, in history, the white colonizers, aiming to wash themselves

from any guilt they could feel; they have created, maintained and

spread many stereotypes about black people and these stereotypical
representations became engrained in the popular British beliefs and

myths. (3, qtd. in Cinkova 25)

Thus, stereotyping fosters prejudice and leads to developing preconceptions
and generalizing the view about the other. This is clear from Queeni€'s
neighbors’ preconception that all the ‘colored” were ‘cross-eyed and goofy
before they cometo Britain’ (S 93). They believe that the West Indians come
to England “only for teeth and glasses” (9 179). As stereotyping leads to
prejudice, it fuels hatred, demonization, and then violence against the other.
In the theater, the usherette tells Gilbert that, "other customers don’t like to sit
next to coloureds’ (S 153). His regjection of this prgudice leads to a riot
between the Whites and the Blacks. However, Gilbert stood still
contemplating when a white woman blames him of causing all the trouble:
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"Man it was hatred raged in these men's eyes not anger! Tell me, |f you bwld
a bonfire from the driest tinder, is it the stray spark you blame when the
flames start to lick” (9 157). Again, in the teashop, the three Gls watch
Gilbert sitting next to Queenie "like snipers clearing their am at a sitting
target" (9 147). This shows the consequence of the racia stereotype and
violence aimed at Gilbert, as he is an inferior and has no right to sit next to a
white woman. This antagonistic attitude resulting from perpetuating
stereotyping can be better explained by Feldman:

All stereotypes share the common feature of oversimplifying the

world: We view individuals not in terms of their unique, persond

characteristics, but also in terms of characteristics we attribute to all

the members of a particular group. (540)

Furthermore, the cruel generalizations of colonial history are shown
when Bernard accuses Gilbert of being the father of Queenie's “very brown-
skinned baby" (S 401). He further blames all the coloreds for the situation:
"It's everything to do with you. You and your kind!" (S 403) This case aso
emphasizes that stereotypes are "generalizations that are not derived from
rational or otherwise “good” cognitive processes" (Schneider 20). This
becomes clear through Gilbert's words:

Chal Am | the only black man in this world? Why everyone look to

me? | have been back in England for only seven months. Why no one

think to use their fingers to count out that before they accuse? (S

404)

4.3 Stereotyping: Identity Crisisand Self-Alienation

In addition to discrimination, racism, and prejudice, stereotyping can
lead to identity crisis and alienation which is clear in Hortense's case. As a
high-class girl in Jamaica, Hortense is educated to believe that England is her
‘Mother country’. According to the colonial education she had received there,
Hortense starts to imitate "the ways, fashion, accent, tastes and codes of the
‘Mother country’" (Talec 1) in order to be accepted as a civilized citizen. In
England, however, she undergoes self-alienation and identity crisis when
becoming aware that she neither reserves her Jamaican identity and nor
succeeds in acquiring a British one. Hortense has undergoes a
‘deculturalization process’ (Fanon 36) and has adopted alien principles and
standards thinking that she must be seen as an English to succeed in life. In
describing the white English women working at school, Hortense admiration
isclearly expressed:
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Those white women whose superiority encircled them like an aureole
could quieten any raucous gathering by just placing a finger to alip.
Their forma elocution, their eminent intelligence, their imperia
demeanour demanded and received obedience from all who beheld
them. (S 57)
She has adopted the principles of the white mythology due to colonial
education and social influence. That is clear from her description of the black
students she used to teach in Jamaica:
Sixty children fidgeting like vermin. ... sixty nappy-headed, runny-
nosed, foul-smelling ragamuffins. Sixty black faces. Some staring on
me, gaping as idiots do...their fickle minds would start wandering...
at that school for scoundrels | had learnt to despise. (S 56-58)
Therefore, Hortense has experienced self-denial, cultural alienation,
and identity crisis due to stereotypes. In the beginning, Hortense believes that
her real home is England in which she can accomplish her goals and succeeds
in life. The stereotypes that have been invented and taught in colonial schools
convince her that England is her ‘Mother Country,’ the ideal place in which
she deserves to live. However, when she reached England, she got
disillusioned with the reality of England and the English.

4.4 Stereotyping: An Epitome of Othering

Lois Tyson indicates that colonizers “saw themselves as the
embodiment of what a human being should be, the proper ‘self’; native
peoples were considered ‘other,” different, and therefore inferior to the point
of being less than human” (420). Consequently, such differences become a
basis for ‘Othering’ in which the ‘Other’ is seen as less human and more
primitive or savage. In Small Island, many racia dlurs are used throughout
the novel to illustrate how stereotypes have been proliferated to identify
colonized nations. The West Indians along with Asians were identified as
‘colored.’ This label was entitled to anyone who was not White. Gilbert, as a
Jamaican Roya Air Force (RAF) volunteer, explains how colony men were
expected to be uncultured, stupid, or animals who cannot even speak; "They
expect us colony men to be uncultured. Some, let us face it, do not expect
that we can talk at al" (9 138). Gilbert recalls how he sometimes heard
children call out after him: "It speaks, Mummy, it speaks' (S 138), while
others yelled up at his friend "Oi, darkie, show us yer tail" (S 117). He also
recalls how in a Yorkshire village, an elderly woman approaches James, one
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of the West Indian RAF men, with her husband and asks him, "Would you
mind saying something? Only my husband here says it's not English you're
speaking.” When James replied, her husband was astonished and she said,
"There, | told you. They speak it just like us, only funnier" (S 115). Hortense
describes how Miss Newman believes that colored girls are less civilized and
closer to nature (9 56). Gilbert, as a black Jamaican, was expected by the
Flight Sergeant to be a stupid darkie who cannot drive (S 120). He indicates
that the sergeant believes “anything primitive about his West Indian charge, it
was worth the try” (S 122).

Through Queenie's first encounter as a child with a black man, Levy
illustrates how colonia stereotypes have dominated the whole perception of
the white British and created misconceptions and hence prejudgments about
the Other. She asserts the fact that colonized nations were stereotyped by the
European colonizers to be cannibals, savages, or infanticides since the
beginning of colonization. Queenie recalls that she was very afraid of being
eaten by the black African man: "He could have swallowed me up, this big
nigger man" (S 5). Similarly, Bernard used to describe the state of his friend
after telling him about the death of Maxi as “dumb asacoolie”" (S 338). Such
stereotypical representations are exposed in the novel to illustrate how
stereotypes have become deeply rooted in the popular British beliefs and
myths. Bernard's attitude towards Indians concerning the riot which has
occurred in Calcuttain 1946 illustrates this point much further. The presumed
ignorance and barbarism of the colonized are used as a tool to justify
colonialism. Bernard recalls,

Thousands were killed in Calcutta. Men, Women, Children, even

suckling babies, it didn’t matter who. They called it a riot. Those of us

who'd been there in the thick of battle with these bloodthirsty little
men knew it was more than that ... Made me smile to think of that
ragged bunch of illiterates wanting to run their own country. The

British out of India? Only British troops could keep those coolies

under control. (S 308)

5. Counter-Discursive Strategies in Levy’s Small Island:
5.1 Challenging Stereotypes as a Form of ‘Writing Back’:

The colonizers or coloniaists in general have not just developed
stereotypes, but also asserted, perpetuated, and spread them through their
dominant culture, education, and literature. However, chalenging the
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stereotypes is one of the various forms of counter-discourse, canonlcal
counter-discourse or “writing back” to the Western canon. There are many
voices which worked to create a counter-discourse/counter narrative through
postcolonial literary texts. They attempt to chalenge the Eurocentric
hegemonic canonical discourse which adopts and propagates negative
stereotypes of non-Western cultures and societies. Thus, chalenging
stereotypes represents an act of ‘challenging the center’ and refers to an act of
liberation from Western colonial power. This act of liberation carried out by
post-colonial writers is a counter-discourse that attempts to ‘write back’ to or
‘re-write’ the canonical stories of the classics of English literature with the
am to chalenge the colonia authority, truth, and authenticity by
deconstructing the colonia discourse, exposing its ‘hidden’ ideology, and
giving voice to the margindized Other. Hence, ‘writing back to stereotypes’
can help in eiminating and subverting stereotypes of colonia texts.
Similarly, Alexandra Lewis states that ‘writing back’ involves a process to
rewrite and “reinvent a presence that colonialist discourse had theorized as
absence” (101). Thus, like Tayeb Salih, Levy in Small 1dand questions “the
official stories and stereotypes that the Centre disseminates about the margin,
or the colonizer about the colonized,” to use the words of Salwa Ghaly (21).

In fact, by challenging stereotypes, Small Island is considered a re-
visionary novel, which has a clear cultural-political thrust. According to
Widdowson, re-visionary novels aim to “restore a voice, a history and an
identity to those hitherto exploited, marginalized and silenced by dominant
interests and ideologies” (506). Thus, the marginal displaces the colonially
centered within the fictional space. Similarly, Benita Parry believes that such
texts assert “the role of the native as historical subject and combatant,
possessor of another knowledge and producer of alternative traditions” (34).
When the readers are faced with the character of Hortense and Gilbert, they
find the antithesis of the uncivilized African/Oriental/Caribbean image
depicted in many Western colonia literary texts. In Small Island, Levy
addresses an intended audience not only of white but primarily Caribbean
readers. Similarly, Achebe Chinua addresses the African audience aiming to
“teach that their past was not one long night of savagery from which the first
Europeans acting on God’s behalf delivered them” (148, qtd. in Muharram
74). Not only does Levy write back to a particular English canonical text, as
Lewis would say, but she also parodies “the whole of the discursive field
[Orientalism] within which such texts continue to operate” (102).
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5.2 Deconstructing the Myth of Britain as ‘M other Country’

In Jamaica, Gilbert and Hortense were brought up and educated in
colonial schools to believe that England was their ‘Mother country.” Their
relatives fought for Britain in World War |1 believing that they were fighting
to end slavery and discrimination. However, Hortense was rejected to work at
Kingston’s prestigious Church of England School, where “light-skinned girls
in pristine uniforms gathered to drink from the fountain of an English
curriculum” (S 71). She is rgjected by the headmaster ssmply because her
“breeding was not legitimate enough for him to consider me worthy of
standing in their elegant classrooms before high-class girls” (S 71).
Qualifications and professional efficiency are no criteria for job application.
What matters moreis “skin color and origin” (3 375- 376). In the same way,
Gilbert, as a Jamaican volunteer in the RAF, has been promised to be trained
as a wireless operator/air gunner or flight engineer. However, when reaching
England, he is reassigned to be trained as a truck driver for the Royal Air
Force during World War Il due to his skin colour (S 123). In 1948, his
suffering was intensified when he could not find a job in London though
being well-qualified. Describing his frustration, Gilbert states, "In five, no, in
six places, the job | had gone for vanish with one look upon my face" (S
258). At last, Gilbert and Hortense have realized that they have no chance but
to work beneath their qualifications.

In Small Island, laying bare the myth of the Mother Country and
Western superiority affects the Western or imperial binary system in general.
Both Gilbert and Hortense discover the bitter reality of their Mother Country.
All the things they have been taught about England are turned to be fake.
England's high standards and disciplines are best described by Gilbert:

Let me ask you to imagine this. Living far from you is a beloved

relative whom you have never met. Yet this relation is so dear a kin

she is known as Mother. Your own mummy talks of Mother al the
time. 'Oh Mother is a beautiful woman-refined, mannerly and
cultured." Your daddy tells you, ' Mother thinks of you as her
children; like the Lord above she takes care of you from afar.' There
are many valorous stories told of her, which enthrall grown men as
well as children. Her photographs are cherished, pinned in your own
family album to be admired over and over. Y our best, everything you
have that is worthy is sent to Mother as gifts. And on her birthday you
sing-song and party. (S 116)
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Then he describes the Mother Country's redlity, stating:

Then one day you hear Mother calling- she is troubled, she need your

help. Y our mummy, your daddy say go. Leave home, leave familiar,

leave love. Travel seas with waves that swell about you as substantial
as concrete buildings. Shiver, tire, hunger- for no sacrifice is too
much to see you at Mother's needy side. This surely is adventure.

After adl you have heard, can you imagine, can you believe, soon,

soon you will meet Mother? The filthy tramp that eventually greets

you is she. Ragged, old, and dusty as the long dead. Mother has a

blackened eye, bad breath and one lone tooth that waves in her head

when she speaks. Can this be that fabled relation you heard so much
of? This twisted- crooked weary woman. This stinking cantankerous
hag. She offers you no comfort after your journey. No smile, no
welcome. Yet she looks down at you through lordly eyes and says,

‘who the bloody hell are you? (S 116)

Accordingly, the myth of the ‘Mother Country’ is vanished. In fact,
uncovering the illusion of Eurocentrism is one of the main aspects through
which the deconstruction of colonial stereotypesis achieved in this novel. All
the good traits which have been attached to that Mother, England, are
invented to suit the English colonizer's needs. Colonized people are taught by
colonia education to revere England and to believe in the superiority of the
English. In Small Island, however, England is no more the respected or the
admired lovely ‘Mother’. Hortense and Gilbert have to re-evaluate what
colonia education has implanted in them. When Gilbert was a member of the
British Royal Air Force, he criticized the way the English cook their food and
longed to the food of his homeland. He wonders:

How the English built empires when their armies marched on nothing

but mush should be one of the wonders of the world. | thought it

would be combat that would make me regret having volunteered , not
boiled-up potatoes, boiled up vegetables — gray and limp on the plate
like they had been eaten once before. Why the English come to cook

everything by this method? (S 106)

5.3 Challenging Racial Stereotypesin Small Island

As the term race has been defined to indicate "a group characterized
by closeness of common descent and usually also by some shared physical
distinctiveness such as colour of skin" (MacEwen 10), the term ‘racial
stereotypes’ can include both cultura and ethnic stereotypes. In the
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Eurocentric sense, racial stereotypes refer to people who have col or culture
language, history, or ancestry different from the Europeans. Small Island
reflects the stereotypes which have been created by the European colonizers
to different nations they colonized including the Asians, the Africans or the
West Indians. Such stereotypes have influenced the perception of many
people including the Europeans themselves. The racial superiority of the
English which has been maintained by colonialism and its ideologies drives
them to assume illiteracy, violence, irrationality and backwardness on the
part of the people they have colonized. Therefore, the binaries of Western
culture are politically motivated and culturally determined, as they are not
based on science but upon belief. Colonia discourse in literature, media or
history has played a vital role in perpetuating and legitimizing Western
ideologies favoring the ‘white colonizer’. Accordingly, there is usually an
unequal binary opposition in the perceived dichotomy between the colonizer
and the colonized, or the ‘West’ and the ‘Rest’, throughout history.

In Small Island, Levy constantly clarifies that the fixed binary system
in which colonial discourse inscribes the inferiority of the colonized peopleis
continually disturbed. The way she projects her characters chalenges the
fixity of Western binary system. In its review, The Daily Telegraph states
that, "Levy undercuts any assumption that race alone defines them, and is
keen to highlight those symmetries and parallelsin their life experiences’ (“A
New England.”). Moreover, Marianne Brace in The Independent comments,
“What makes Levy’s writing so appealing is her even-handedness. All her
characters can be weak, hopeless, brave, good, bad — whatever their colour”
(Brace).

As a culturaly hybrid writer, Levy stands objective and unbiased in
her assessment of reality and rather seeks reconciliation in challenging racial
stereotypes. She admitsin The Independent, "None of my booksiis just about
race" (Brace). Levy strives for being accepted among the British as an
English but a the same time feels proud of her Jamaican heritage. In this
regard, she explains:

Saying that I'm English doesn't mean | want to be assimilated; to take

on the majority white culture to the exclusion of al other. (I cannot

live without rice and peas. | now dance like a lunatic when Jamaica
wins anything. And | will always make a noise when moved by
emotion.) | will not take up a flag and wave it to intimidate. And
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being English will not stop me from fighting to live in acountry free

from racism and social divisiveness. (“This is my England”)

Accordingly, the stories of Levy's Jamaican and English characters
are "explored not in opposition to each other but rather as two parts of a
historical moment, with Levy turning a critical and compassionate eye on
both" (Slater). Despite the fact that Queenie and Hortense are from different
backgrounds, both of them get married with men they do not love in order to
have a better life “as Hortense married Gilbert to escape from Jamaica,
Queenie married her dull husband Bernard to escape the rigours of life on a
Midlands farm” (Heyns). In addition, all the four characters have lost their
hopes in life. With reference to Small Island and the construction of
multicultural Britain, Jane Ciabattari postsin the Critical Mass:

That Levy succeeds in making Queenie and Bernard amost as

compelling as Hortense and Gilbert ensures that her story of

Jamaican-British contact is not one-sided, and demonstrates her equal

compassion for the denizens of two very different small islands.

(Ciabattari)

Moreover, by highlighting the similarity between the Jamaican
colored couple and the white British couple in their loveless marital
relationships, Levy attempts to bridge any gap between the two culturally and
biologically different human races living in two ‘small islands’ and hence
challenging the Eurocentric emphasis on the otherness, exoticism and
difference of the non-western nations/people. In other words, Levy
challenges the superiority of the West by humanizing her characters and
underlining the fact that all are equal. Even Bernard, the most racist character
in the novel, Levy does not represent him as wicked. She, however, depicts
him in a way that enables the reader to understand the circumstances under
which he became such a bigot.

Levy’s portrayal of characters never becomes biased to black or
white. Her characters are presented as norma people who share the same
history and suffer from being victims of colonialism. At the end of the novel,
Levy clarifies this point through Gilbert's speech when talking to Bernard:

Listen to me, man, we both just finish fighting a war — a bloody war-

for the better world we wan' see. And on the same side — you and me.

We both look on other men to see enemy. You and me, fighting for

empire, fighting for peace, but still, after all that we suffer together,

you wan' tell me | am worthless and you are not. Am | to be the
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servant and you are the master for all time? No. stop this, man Stop it

now. We can work together, Mr Bligh. Y ou no see? We must. Or else

you gonna fight metill the end. (S 435)

Both the white British and black Jamaicans fedl self-alienated despite
being in their homeland. When Gilbert returns to Jamaica at the end of the
war, he recognizes how small it is. He finds it difficult to readjust to home
and recalls:

With alarm | became aware that the island of Jamaica was no

universe: it ran only a few miles before it fell into the sea. In that

moment, standing tall on Kingston harbour, I was shocked by the
awful realisation that, man, we Jamaicans are all small islanders too!

(9 163)

Just like Gilbert, Bernard feels aienated when he reached his home after
World War Il. He is shocked by the changes that have befalen Britain,
wondering:

England had shrunk. It was smaller than the place I left. [...] I had to

stare out at the sea just to catch a breath. And behind every face | saw

were trapped the rememberings of war. (S 350)

Moreover, Levy challenges some stereotypes related to Africans or
colonized people in genera by using her characters' different perspectives. In
the prologue of Small Island which is written from the perspective of the
English narrator, some stereotypes are challenged. Queenie, who remembers
going to the British Empire Exhibition as a child, recals:

'l want to go,’ | said, because there was nothing interesting to look at.

But then suddenly there was a man. An African man. A black man

who looked to be carved from melting chocolate. | clung to Emily but

she shooed me off. He was right next to me, close enough so | could
see him breathing. A monkey man sweating a smell of mothballs.

Blacker than when you smudge your face with a sooty cork. The

droplets of sweat on his forehead glistened and shone like jewels. (S

5)

In these lines, Queenie describes her first encounter with a black man. It is
clear that her perception and impression is completely negative. She
immediately perceives him as a stereotype thinking that he must be
dangerous because he looks different and calls him a ‘'monkey man'. She
explains:
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His lips were brown, not pink like they should be, and they bulged

with air like bicycle tyres. His hair was woolly as a black shorn sheep.

His nose, squashed flat, had two nostrils big as train tunnels. And he

was looking down at me. (S 5)

Queenie does not just prejudge the black man to be violent or hostile but also
confesses that he may have eaten her alive. She considers:

This man was still looking down at me. | could feel the blood rising in

my face, turning me crimson, as he smiled a perfect set of pure

blinding white teeth. The inside of his mouth was pink and his face
was coming closer and closer to mine. He could have swallowed me

up, this big nigger man. (9 5)

However, her negative perception is chalenged once the black man speaks.
She accepts to shake his hand then finally admits that the African man's hand
“was warm and slightly sweaty like anyone else's” (9 5).

Another example of challenging stereotypes by deconstructing the
imperia binary opposition of the civilized vs. savage is Gilbert gentle and
lovely way when calming Queenie despite Bernard's bad words and disdain.
Hortense explains:

Gilbert insisted Mrs Bligh came from her knees. He lifted her, still

sniveling, from the floor, supporting her with a careful arm round her

waist. And he placed her down on the settee beside me ... Gilbert
tried to squeeze himself down on the chair between Mrs Bligh and
myself but there was no room. So it was he that took up the kneeling

position. (S 433)

Bernard bursts with anger when seeing Gilbert’s hand placed on his wife’s
arm, shouting, “Get your filthy black hands off my wife!” Then he adds,
“How dare you, you savage?” (S 434). However, Gilbert's tender way in
dealing with Queenie has challenged such a stereotype. This attitude also puts
the colonial discourse in the reverse order showing Bernard as a savage with
a barbarous conduct. Hortense then realized that “Gilbert Joseph, my
husband, was a man of class, a man of character, a man of intelligence. Noble
in a way that would someday make him a legend” (9 435). Levy here
presents each of the Jamaican characters to be possessed of far greater agency
and insight than mere dirty black niggers with animal desire. In typica
Conradian/Forsterian fashion, irrationaity and foolishness are assigned to
many of the “native” Africans/Indians. However, Levy here slams into this
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relationship and suggests that unreasonableness and idiocy, in STlaII Island
originate in Britain, not Jamaica.
5.4 The Deconstruction of Imperial Narrative: Reversing Binaries

As previously mentioned, the imperial embedded ideologies that have
internalized all the bad human traits on non-Westerners are “a development
of that tendency of Western thought in general to see the world in terms of
binary oppositions that establish a relation of dominance” (Ashcroft et al.,
Post-Colonial Sudies 19). The racia or cultural superiority of the English
colonizer is aso challenged via Hortense's constant and contemptuous
guestion wondering about how different the way the English livein redity. In
fact, Hortense has noticed England's reality since her arrival at Queeni€'s
house. Observing the room where Gilbert lives, Hortense bursts with anger:

This place is disgusting. | caan believe you bring me al this way to

live like this. Y ou make me come hereto live like an animal? (S 26)
Gilbert also describes Hortense's disappointment and wondering, “'Is this the
way the English live?' How many times she ask me that question?” (S 18)

In fact, England does teach Hortense many things. One is that the
English are not as hygienic or clean as she expected them to be. When
Hortense goes shopping with Queenie, she is surprised by the way the
English shopkeeper handles the bread. All the good habits which she has
learnt concerning the English have come to be fables. Thus, the myth of
‘England’s supremacy is perished. Hortense recalls:

‘There you are,’ he said to me, pushing the loaf forward enough for me

to see a thin black line of dirt arching under each fingernail. It was

Mrs. Bligh who came and took the bread from him. Her dirty hand

having pinch up my loaf as well, she placed it into my shopping bag.

Then she tell me loud for al to hear, ' Thisis bread." She thinks me a

fool that does not know what is bread? But my mind could not believe

what my eye had seen. That English people would buy their bread in
this way. This man was patting on his red head and wiping his hand

down hisfilthy white coat. (S 274- 275)

In another occasion, Gilbert clarifies to Hortense the fact that 'not everything
the English do is good' which is too difficult for Hortense to understand at
that moment. Herecalls:

Unwrapping and placing the fish and chips on the plate | tell her,’ You

know what the English do? ... 'They eat this food straight from the

newspaper. No plate. Nothing.' | knew this high-class woman would
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not be able to keep her face solemn in the presence of such barbarlty.

Scandalised, she could not stop herself staring on me in disbelief,’

Yes, from the newspaper! ... ' Not everything,' | tell her,” not

everything the English do isgood'. (S 271)

In fact, Levy uses caustic depiction in portraying the consegquences of
racial stereotype of the coloured. Then, she inverts stereotypes where white
people are denuded of their supposed superiority, which is a step on the road
to subvert racia stereotype completely. In this respect, the Western binary
labeling the colonized as savage/ uncivilized/ uneducated/ violent or
dangerous is entirely deconstructed. The binary logic of imperialism is
overlapped and reversed through Hortense's character. She is neat,
determined, ambitious, self-confident, arrogant and decent. Throughout the
novel, Hortense sense of superiority and royalty never fades. When she
applies for a job at the English school, she walks into a cupboard thinking
that it is the door to leave by. However, she criticizes the way those English
women keep their cupboards instead of being embarrassed. She says, “I
should have told them that their cupboard was a disgrace” (S 382). Besides,
Hortense frequently criticizes Queenie and despises her for her disgusting
house and lack of fashion sense. In her second encounter with Queenie,
Hortense is shocked by Queeni€'s curiosity and considers her impolite. She
argues.

But this was my home, it was for me to tell her when to sit, when to

come in, when to warm her hands. | could surely teach this woman

something, was my thought. Manners! (S 189)

Even when Queenie tries to be nice by telling Hortense that she does not
mind being seen in the street with her, Hortense believes that since she is a
teacher and Queenie is alandlady, she should be the one who is supposed to
feel ashamed not Queenie: Hortense wonders:

Now, why should this woman worry to be seen in the street with me?

After all, | was ateacher and she was only a woman whose living was

obtained from the letting of rooms. If anyone should be shy it should

bel. (9 191)

As Hortense considers herself superior to Queenie, she does not understand
the reason behind Queenie's constant explanations when they go shopping.
Hortense is a high-class woman whereas Queenie is a daughter of a butcher.
In describing Queenie, Hortense wonders, “I was confused. What class of
white woman was she?” (S 191)
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When Hortense goes shopping with Queenie, she belleves that
Queenie humiliates her by explaining the names of the shops to her. In fact,
Queenie presumes that Hortense is unaccustomed with such shops in
Jamaica. However, Hortense is aware of such shops and knows well
everything before Queenie explainsit (9 275).

She also challenges this imperial way of thinking by criticizing the way the
English treat their materials, asking:

'I's this where you buy your materials? For all the cloth seemed to be

spread about the floor. There was little room to tread. Bolts and bolts

of cloth thrown this way and that all about the place. Some of it dirty.

Some of it ragged and frying. And two old women looked to be

crawling on their hands and knees through this mess of cloth while

the assistant just daydream behind a counter. (S 275)

Hortense compares the way the English sell cloth with the Jamaicans way:

How the English treat their good materials like this? In Jamaica, | told

Mrs Bligh, all the cloth is displayed nestly in rows for you to peruse

the design, the colour. When you have chosen you point to the bolt

that the assistant will then take up for measuring. She understood
what | was telling her but still she look surprise on me, saying," Oh,

do you have drapers where you come from? (S 275)

Again, Hortense sarcasticaly wonders, “How can an Englishwoman
expect me to wash myself in the same place where | must clean up the
vegetables? It was disgusting to me” (S 275). Also, when Hortense was
lodging with the Andersons, a white family, she was surprised by their ill-
bred behavior. She considers herself better than them and arrogantly
comments, “For none was so mysterious to me than how, in God’s name, a
woman such as | found herself residing in the household of people like the
Andersons” (S 72). Furthermore, Hortense is always depicted as a high-
class woman with self-pride. Gilbert’s description of Hortense when she
walked out of the door of Mrs. Bligh’s basement flat asserts how proud
Hortenseis. :

As she moved past me to ascend the stairs to return to our room, her

nose lifted so far in the air it was a wonder her neck did not break.

Now this was the story that my mind conjured. Queenie had in some

way insulted my fiercely proud wife. Her hat a little old-fashioned?

Her English not so good? Who knows? But a slight none the less for
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which Hortense took grave offence. In retaliation Hortense had Wlth

aknife, perhaps, or hatchet — killed her. (S 401)

Similarly, Gilbert’s sense of pride is obvious when he admits that he cannot
stand seeing his wife on her knees. Asking Hortense not to wash the floor on
her knees, Gilbert says, “I did not bring you to England to scrub a floor on
your knees. No wife of mine will be on her knees in this country. You hear
me?” (S 263)

In fact, the sense of pride with which the Jamaican characters (i.e.
Hortense and Gilbert) are endowed by the author as opposed to the shameful
and disgraceful attitude of the white couple helps in shaking the fixity of the
Eurocentric sense of privilege and reversing the order of superior-inferior
binary system.

In the novel, the description of the physical appearance of the British
white people helps in deconstructing the myth of white beauty and
challenging the stereotype of black ugliness. Levy successfully associates the
image of the coloured Jamaican girls with elegance, education and perfect
appearance. She inverts stereotypes where white people appear inferior,
exotic and uncivilized. Hortense describing herself and other Jamaican girls
"like butterflies, we new girls, dazzled in our white gloves, our pastel frocks,
our pretty hats. Girls from good homes from across the island. Girls who
possessed the required knowledge of long division, quadratic equations. Girls
who could parse a sentence, subject, object, nominative. ... Girls who could
recite the capital cities of the world" (S 276). On the other hand, Levy
pictures the shock of the Jamaican Hortense by the dowdy woolen coat
Queenie is wearing. Hortense is astounded that this dreary dismal coat is
Queeni€'s best outside coat. She is deeply astonished when she reaches the
bustling street where every English woman is attired in a dowdy house coat.

On the other hand, Queenie positively portrays the black man “to be
carved from melting chocolate” (S 5), in contrast with the disgusting image
of her father when having a bath: "I had to bring the hot water that rolled
black grime down his skin like mud washing off a wall" (S 196). Again,
Hortense’s description of the white lady whom she saw at the street indicates
ugliness:

Never in my days had | seen such a white woman. The hair curled

upon her head put me in mind of confection — white and frothy as

foam. Her complexion so light, beside it paper would look solid.

Eyebrows, eyelashes, even her lips appeared to have no colour
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passing through them. So pale was she her blood must be m|Ik (Sl

276)

In the same context, Hortense depicts her white English teachers as coloured
"They were al white women but their complexions ranged through varying
shades of pink." Moreover, the principle, Miss Morgan, "had a smile that was
unfamiliar to her face that it had an opposite effect — rather like the leer of a
gargoyle" (S 52). Here, the white women are revealed as exotic, foreign, and
strange in their appearance.

In another scene, the image of the white people is denuded of perfect
appearance as Queenie depicts her mother Lillie as awoman who "had hands
could clasp like a vice, arms as strong as bear's and hips that widened every
year with old men in the village agree they were childbearing” (9 23,195-
196). Here, she denudes the image of white women of softness and
slenderness.

In addition, white people in some parts of the story are represented as
lacking in education whereas the Jamaicans are shown as educated,
professional, practica and more cultivated though being of a non-white
origin. Queenie appears less educated in comparison with Hortense who is a
teacher. Queenie lacks manners and needs to attend el ocution and deportment
lessons. Besides, Queenie is forced to quit going to school and work in the
farm as a skivvy which reveals her parents as illiterate and backward in a
society that feigns being civilized. Another example is the Indian boy who
speaks good English that surprises Bernard (S 316). On the other hand,
Gilbert recalls how his fellow in the RAF, a college-educated Lenval,
wonders “how so many white people come to speak so bad — low class and
coarse as cane cutters” (9 117). Hence, the Caribbean have much better
education than the native British and therefore it is hard for them to grasp
why everybody speaksin an uncivilized way.

The barbarity and immorality of the colonizer is symbolized through
the British characters. Queenie betrayed her husband and abandoned her
baby. On the other hand, Bernard betrayed his wife with a young Indian
whore, who "was nothing but a girl. Surely no more than fifteen. No younger.
Fourteen or even twelve" (S 340). He confesses that he "felt like a beast” (S
341). Bernard unintentionally asserts that English men are used to do such
things in India, when he describes the girl as “she hardly spoke any English.
Just a few words learned by rote from other men who'd passed through” (S
339). His violent act contradicts his words when accusing Gilbert of being
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the father of the black child: "It's everything to do with you. You and your
kind!” (9 403) Thus, his actions contradict his words and that asserts the
reversing of the binary opposition humane vs. savage again. Therefore, Levy
makes it clear that savagery, wildness and violence are qualities attributed to
the white.

In fact, Andrea Levy manages to disparage the status and superiority
of the colonizer when she depicts the image of Queenie’s father who fears
joining the army and tries to evade and dodge this obligation. Again, through
the character of Bernard, Levy has exposed the myth of superpower and
unparaleled soldiering skills attributed to the army of the white colonizers.
Bernard admits that he was happy and found a relief being not accepted for
flying duty (S 284). Bernard’s cowardliness and lack of valor are so obvious
when he and his friend were once scared in the war:

My finger was on the Sten’s trigger — trembling again. | wondered if |

looked as scared as Maxi. He was as bloodless as corpse. | could feel

the urine warming my pants before seeping into the ground. | was a

coward, I know, but I didn’t want to die. Shot flinching on the

ground, quivering like a girl. Could Queenie be proud of that?” (9

297)

Levy here deals the self-importance of Bernard, as a representative of the
Empire, a savage blow by displacing white soldiers and government to the
margins of the text’ giving priority to the valour and enthusiasm of the
Jamaican and oriental Japanese soldiers. By this, she challenges stereotypes
and deconstructs the colonial binary order of the center-margin dichotomy in
which the white colonizer no more dominates the Other.

6. Concluding Remarks

In short, both English (colonizers) and Jamaican (colonized) characters in
Levy’s Small Island are portrayed in a way that reflects the fundamental
flaws of racia stereotypes. The way Levy presents her characters challenges
the colonial stereotypes and colonia hierarchies. However, her main purpose
behind challenging stereotypes is reconciliation by putting more emphasis on
equality between the British and Jamaican characters. In fact, we agree with
Levy’s attitude that adopting a counter-colonial discourse through ‘writing
back’ should not be misunderstood as necessarily resulting in an endless
cycle of stereotypical defence and attack (Lewis 93). Levy uses a more
accommodating approach and refrains from answering perceived stereotypes
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or racism with racism. To do so, she objectively and impartially attempts to
humanize both the British and the Jamaicans on equal grounds. On the other
hand, she strives to reverse the order of the Western fixed binary oppositions
and proves that the foundations of the western stereotypical representations
of the ‘Other’ are false and baseless. Like Salih’s Season of Migration to the
North, Levy’s Small Island ‘transvaluates’ many of the traditional valences
of European civilization through a complete explosion of binaries, to use the
words of Makdisi (805). By this, she paves the way for establishing a
common ground for a possible dialogue between the Self and the ‘Other’
based on equality, mutual respect and hence peaceful co-existence.
Therefore, we can conclude that ‘writing back’ should be primarily
concerned with ‘voicing’ in order to establish “an ongoing dialogue” that
aims to facilitate what Leila Ghandi would call a “democratic colloquium
between the antagonistic inheritors of the colonial aftermath” (x).

! “post-colonialism’ (covering the terms ‘postcolonial studies’, ‘postcolonial theory’ and ‘postcolonial
literature’) is an interdisciplinary academic field devoted to the study of European colonialism and its
impact on the society, culture, history and politics of the formerly colonized regions such as the African
continent, the Caribbean, the Middle East, South-Asia and the Pacific (Cuddon 550).

2 This refers to an island in the West Indies that encompasses the nations of Cuba, Haiti, Dominican
Republic, and Puerto Rico. To read a brief history of Jamaica from the late 15th to the end of the 20th
century, see Veront Satchell. “Jamaica” World History Archives: The Retrospective History of Jamaica,
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/43/index-ha.html

3 The British Nationality Act of 1948, giving British citizenship to al people living in Commonweslth
countries, and full rights of entry and settlement due to labor shortage in Europe. This labor shortage
had promoted the West Indians immigration and lifelong residence in Britain (Lange 11).

* Empire Windrush was a passenger liner and cruise ship launched in Germany in 1930. She was
acquired by the United Kingdom as a prize of war at the end of the war and renamed Empire Windrush.
In British service, she continued to be used mainly as a troopship until March 1954, when the vessel
caught fire and sank in the Mediterranean Seawith the loss of four crew. Empire Windrush is best
remembered today for bringing one of the first large groups of post-war West Indian immigrants to the
United Kingdom, carrying 492 passengers and one stowaway on a voyage from Jamaicato London in
1948.

5 The 2004 Orange Prize for Fiction, the 2004 Whitbread Novel Award, the 2004 Whitbread Book of
the Year, and the 2005 Commonwealth Writers Prize, the 2005 Orange Prize 'Best of the Best' award.1
It was adapted into amgjor BBC TV dramain 2009.

5 Andrea Levy’s Small Island setting, analysis and the slave trade and post-war migration can be seen
in Small Island Read at http://www.bristolreads.com/small_island read/

"Small Island is not only told from the perspective of the Jamaican migrants who struggle to find jobs
and lodging, but also from the standpoint of Londoners who have been not familiar with black faces
yet. The narrative of the novel is divided into four smaller narratives. Each one of the main four
characters narrates his/her story individually. Gilbert Joseph is a former Jamaican Royal Air Force
recruit who has returned to Britain on the Empire Windrush on 28 May 1948; Hortense Joseph is a
Jamaican teacher who follows her husband, Gilbert, to England. Queenie Bligh is a British white
landlady, and Bernard Bligh is her husband. Each narrative enjoys a different perspective which
provides an understanding of how people think differently and how stereotypes come as a result of
ignorance and lack of information.
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