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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the major difficulties faced by pre-service teachers during practicum
course at the Faculty of Education, Thamar University, and to examine statistically significant differences in
their perceptions of these difficulties according to gender, specialization, and the interaction between them.
To achieve the study objectives, the researchers adopted a descriptive survey approach and developed a
questionnaire consisting of 68 items distributed across four domains: Difficulties related to the educational
institute, difficulties related to pre-service teachers, difficulties related to supervisors, and difficulties related to
practicum schools. The instrument was administered to a stratified random sample of 106 male and female
pre-service teachers at the Faculty of Education, Thamar University. Data were analyzed using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) through Cronbach’s Alpha, means, standard deviations, and relative
weights. The findings revealed that difficulties faced by pre-service teachers were high overall, with difficulties
related to practicum schools being the most impactful, followed by difficulties related to pre-service teachers,
then supervisors, and finally difficulties related to the educational institute. The results also showed that all
domains of difficulties were rated high, except for the domain related to the Faculty, which was rated
moderately high. The study concluded that pre-service teachers encounter a range of academic, supervisory,
and field-based difficulties that may affect the quality of their training experiences. This necessitates
strengthening cooperation between the educational institute and practicum schools and developing
supervision and field training mechanisms to improve the outcomes of teacher practicum.
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