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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the concept of debt collection [iqtida’ al-dayn] in Islamic jurisprudence,
identify the SharT causes that give rise to debts, and explain the role of suretyship [kafalah] in debt collection
and recovery. The study adopted an inductive approach by tracing and examining the views of jurists from the
four Sunni schools of thought regarding debt collection. It also employed a descriptive-analytical method to
define terms, present jurists’ opinions, and analyze and evaluate them. Additionally, a comparative method
was used to compare their views on debt collection through suretyship and to highlight points of agreement
and disagreement. The study concluded that debt collection refers to the lawful recovery of an established
monetary obligation from the debtor’s liability [dhimmah] through legitimate means undertaken by the
competent authority. The causes of debt include those arising from contractual obligations, transgression,
negligence, or error, as well as those mandated by the Lawgiver [_al-Shari’_] or stipulated by the ruler [al-
Imam] to serve public interest within the framework of SharT policy [_al-siyasah al-shar‘iyyah]. The study
further demonstrated that suretyship is among the strongest Shari means of debt collection and recovery, as it
simultaneously binds two liabilities, the debtor’s and the guarantor’s [kafil] to the same debt. This reinforces
the guarantee of fulfillment and safeguards creditors’ rights. The study concluded that suretyship represents
an indirect means of debt collection and is one of the most effective forms of documentation and guarantee in
Islamic jurisprudence, due to its reliance on two parties responsible for debt repayment.
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