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ABSTRACT
Yemen's accession to the World Trade Organization was a goal for successive Yemeni

governments. In order to achieve this goal, it entered into long and arduous negotiations. Yemen took
about thirteen years from the date of submitting the official application for accession. It continued to
work hard and make continuous national efforts to achieve this goal. In December 2013, Yemen's
application was accepted to become the 160" member of the World Trade Organization. The study
aimed to explore the status of Yemeni foreign trade by studying the economic indicators of the status
of foreign trade and to know the impact of Yemen's acceptance of joining the organization by
identifying the most important indicators of foreign trade efficiency, with a focus on studying these
indicators during the two study periods, which were divided into the period before Yemen's acceptance
of joining the World Trade Organization as a first period and after Yemen's acceptance of joining the
organization as a second period. The study relied on the descriptive and quantitative analytical
approach. The study was based on published and other secondary data collected from reports and
statistics issued by government agencies. The study concluded that the second period witnessed a
decrease in average exports while the average imports increased, so the trade balance deficit
increased. It also showed that the average of most economic variables and study indicators in the
second period decreased, with the exception of imports and GDP. It also became clear that there was
an increase in the degree of concentration of exports and imports in the two study periods. It was
found that Yemen did not benefit from providing some transitional periods or from any advantages
that would have been provided to Yemen during the transitional period that followed the date of
Yemen's acceptance as one of the least developed countries. The study recommended the necessity of
national reconciliation, ending the war, and working to reconsider the policies followed in the field of
foreign trade for what is in the interest of Yemen, and working with the international community to
remove the effects and improve the economic and commercial situation and working with the relevant
international bodies.
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